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ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT -~ ——

Editor’s note: As Feb 24 marks the one-year anniversary of Russia’s special military operation in Ukraine, China Daily is reviewing how it has reshaped geopolitics, impacted the global economy and aggravated the energy crisis.
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Europe weighs its future

The Russia-Ukraine crisis has presented EU decision-makers with a pile of policy challenges

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels

7 7 hinadaily.com.cn.

The Ukrainian flag of two horizontal
bands, yellow over blue, has appeared in
many corners of European cities over the
past year, including being illuminated on
the facade of the Berlaymont building
that houses the European Commission in
Brussels, to demonstrate support for Kyiv
in the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

The conflict, which began a year ago,
and for which no end is in sight, has
resulted in tremendous changes in the
security, political and economic land-
scape of the European Union and its 27
member states, experts say.

Ding Chun, director of the Center for
European Studies at Fudan University in
Shanghai, said: “The conflict has broken
the peace, tranquillity and security struc-
ture in the EU and dealt a blow to its eco-
nomic growth and social stability,
spoiling its pandemic recovery efforts.

“The EU and its member states, which
overall support Ukraine and are against
Russia, have been engaged in an unprece-
dented seesaw battle of sanctions and
counter-sanctions with Russia, plunging
the EU into a situation of killing 1,000 of
its enemies but losing 800 of its own sol-
diers,” Ding said, citing a Chinese idiom.

The European Commission has urged
member states to endorse its proposed
10th round of sanctions against Russia by
Friday, but some are raising questions
about what the sanctions, which were
supposed to be crippling, have achieved.
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of stability

By REN QI in Moscow and
JONATHAN POWELL in London

Russian President Vladimir Putin
on Thursday called Russia’s army a
guarantor of national stability,
promising to boost arms production.

“A modern, efficient army and
navy are a guarantee of the country’s
security and sovereignty, a guaran-
tee of its stable development and its
future,” Putin said in a video address
on the occasion of the annual
Defender of the Fatherland Day hol-
iday in Russia.

Putin also committed to Russia
strengthening its nuclear triad and
a military force structure capable of
launching three types of nuclear
weapons.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry has said
the country will still observe limits
imposed by the New START nuclear
weapons treaty. Earlier Russia said
it was suspending its participation
in the treaty.

European Union countries failed
to reach an agreement on Wednes-
day on new sanctions against Rus-
sia, and planned more talks, Reuters
quoted diplomats as saying.

More talks among representatives
of EU members were due on Thurs-
day afternoon, said the sources.

Talks between Sweden, Finland
and Turkiye would resume in mid-
March, Swedish Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson told local media on
Wednesday night.

Turkiye has postponed a trilateral
meeting with Sweden and Finland on
their NATO bids slated for February.

Agencies and Xinhua contributed to
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EU autonomy setback
The conflict has resulted in a warming
of trans-Atlantic relations, a dramatic

organizing demonstrations across
Europe to call for a halt to the escala-
tion of the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Ukrainian soldiers, and Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak has announced that it
will train Ukrainian jet pilots.
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Such a large conflict in Europe reminds
Europeans why they started the European
integration project, she said.
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Sunday. Protests will be staged in 20 cit-
ies, including in Berlin, with action in
Brussels on Sunday and protests across
France throughout the weekend.
Lindsey German, a convener of the
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ing weapons.

“Untold billions are being spent by
governments who then also say there
is no money for public services or for
decent wages,” she said.
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