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its status as an economic special zone and

pilot free trade zone, to contribute to fos-
tering a new development pattern in the
construction of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of
the Chinese government’s proposal of the
BRI, and over that period, Xiamen has
adhered to the principles of joint con-
struction of projects in key areas and
regions to promote infrastructure con-
struction and industrial development, as
well as facilitating economic and cultural
exchanges under the framework of the
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been put into operation in local transpor-
tation, greatly improving the traffic condi-
tions,” Wang said.

Notable projects

“The BRI is not just a slogan; it’s a true
bridge that connects different countries,”
Deng Hailong, ayoung Indonesian, said in
fluent Chinese. Five years ago, Deng came
to China to study its language and litera-
ture after receiving a scholarship. After
graduation, he joined Xiamen Xiangyu
Group and worked for OSS, a stainless
steel smelting company in Indonesia, for
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transportation, creates a large number of
jobs and contributes considerable tax rev-
enue.

As of December 2022, the project pro-
duced more than 3.2 million metric tons
of stainless steel, driving a foreign trade
volume exceeding $10 billion. It helped
realize the revenue of the entire industry
chain to reach about 100 billion yuan
($13.8 billion), and directly created
around 16,000 jobs in Indonesia.

Meanwhile, other Xiamen-based com-
panies are actively implementing the BRI
by accelerating their investment efforts.
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From left: An elevated view of Xiamen Port, a transportation hub of the Maritime Silk Road and a high-profile platform set up by Fujian province to serve the BRI
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ness visitors greatly contributing to the
expansion of Xiamen’s exhibition indus-

try and enhancement of Xiang’an New
City and Xiamen’s cross-island develop-
ment.

Innovation-driven labs
Inrecent years, Xiamen has implement-
ed an innovation-driven strategy by devel-
oping high-tech industries, introducing
and cultivating professional talents and
creating an environment for innovation
and entrepreneurship, officials said. The
independent innovation capability of the
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ty while striving to build a new material
industrial platform and provide more
domestic substitute products.

Free trade zone
The Xiamen Area of the China (Fujian)
Pilot Free Trade Zone — or Xiamen Free
rade Zone, hailed as a pioneer of the sin-
gle window plus air logistics model, has
implemented a ta fund policy for
departure ports, carried out integrated
reforms to reduce costs and increase effi-
ciency at ports and launched the China-
Europe international freight train in the
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airport and cross-Strait airport.

Ge Hongbin, chief engineer on the
project, said construction of the island
airport started in 2022 and is expected to
be completed in 2026.

Meanwhile, the Xiamen-Europe (Chi-
na) freight train now operates on three
main international cargo lines connecting
Central Europe, Central Asia and Central
Russia, reaching 34 cities and 12 coun-

forming an international logistics

idor that spans the Taiwan Strait and
connects the Maritime Silk Road and the
Land Silk Road seamlessly. It serves as
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