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INTERNATIONAL

Z SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

a world famous environmentalist

Robert Swan,

and the first person to ever walk to both the
| North and South Poles, cha”uugds the IST
- :
| 1.'nr:1|111||1il:.' to aclt now to preserve Antartica in

the countdown to the 2041 re-negotiation of the

moratorium on miuing.

- IST is...
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Today we taught sharin g., ;
to a classiof kindergartne *S“? ;g:,g;:‘:;‘,‘::..‘t:

Tomorrow they will write

international trade agreements. :
' ' a school where we [earn to understand that we have a duty

At Tianjin International School, our teachers have a great vision for ou
the inside out, It's no accident, as they are not only recruited and
they also receive ongaing training on how 1o integrate lessons on character and
English, current events, science, drama and histony.

to the wider community and to the environment.

ilof Internatio

Academics and character - tols for future leaders. We welcome you to come see |

“.“ﬂ“ Emr& : h it .. sions -_.- .|- ::-..:.J:.li'_:-r.;-_= p- ..: --.I = E{ l| i ]5
fhernrtlanll phone: : b 0ext. 311 % = L1V
-address: sl Road,

WEBSITE: WWWLISTIAMIIN.ORG  EMAIL INFOEISTIAMIIN.NET  TEL: 86 22 28592001 Fax: BG 22 28592007
WEISHAN SOUTH ROAD, SHUANGGANG, JINNAN DISTRICT, TiAN 00350, PR.CHINA
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* Ambitious *

.

TEL: 86-022-66280211/66280212
(0)13011355766

FAX: 86-022-66280216

E-mail: tiadmin@jrecorporate.cn

Website: www.jrecorporate.cn
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P ([ Operﬁes in -Largest property Database, Skilled at Negotiating Lowest Rates.
Tianjin and TEDA

All JRE services are FREE to our client

o —
-Aftersales 24 hours/7 days, Through Out the Whole Leasing Term
VILLARIE

Royal Palace Villa
257sqm 4Br RMB35000

APARTMENT2®

Warner Garden
210sqm 3Br RMB22000
330sqm 3Br RMB25000

Highly Recommended

\Warnencarden)
New/Building]
168sgm 2Br RMB17000
186sgm 2Br RMB18000
220sqm 3Br RMB25000

Royal Palace
169sqm 3Br RMB10000
184sqm 3Br RMB12000

AE, B ¥ EINT AN

Elite Community
75sqgm 1Br RMB 3500
150sqm 3Br RMB 6500

3
3

Perfect Garden

158sqm 3Br RMB7000
204sgm 4Br RMB9000

VanTone Central Park
138sgm 3Br RMB5000

.
EREEEN. BREY§UTE NS

Landscape City
224sqm 3Br RMB15000
266sqm 4Br RMB20000

Domain Blue Bay
100sqm 2Br RMB 4000
130sgm 3Br RMB 5000

Vantone Mansion
212sqm 3Br RMB 15000
255sqm 4Br RMB 22000

>>>>>>>>>> DOWNTOWN

VILLAZIZE

City House
216sqm 3Br RMB14000
300sqm 4Br RMB18000

Carmel Garden Villa
260sqm 4Br RMB20000

Ren Ai House King Villa
230sgm 4Br RMB20000

Peninsula Azure Bay Villa
200sgm 4Br RMB10000

Original County
280sqm  3Br RMB20000
300sqm  4Br RMB25000

TOWNHOUSE# 5

Lake Park Ave
150sqm 3Br RMB8000

268sqm 4Br RMB10000
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Crystal City
155sqm  3Br RMB800O
188sgm 4Br RMB10000

APARTMENTAE
Jin Men Jin Ta
80sqm  1Br RMB5000
128sqm  2Br RMB10000

T
3

Magnetic Capital
105sqm 2Br RMB6500
150sqm  3Br RMB800O
209sqm  4Br  RMB10000

City Centre
260sqm 4Br RMB20000

Mind-land International
180sgm  3Br RMB12000
234sqm  4Br RMB13000

Class Dream

139sqm  2Br RMB7000
160sqm 3Br RMB12000

Tianjin Center
%4sqm 1Br RMB10000
144sqm 2Br RMB13000

Tianjin Mansion
86sqm 1Br RMB7000
65sqm 1Br RMB5000

Westin
89sqm 1Br RMB7000
147sqm 2Br RMB16000
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Tianjin Internatlonal School

38 Huan Dao Xi Road, Mei Jiang Nan Res:dence ZOWe Hexi Dlstnct Tlanjm
Email: C .«jIeI
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TEDA

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Safety | Warmth | Comfort

Comprehensively built as a modem, elegant, asd top grade foreign focused hotel, featuning two main hotel buildings
and 3% three story villas

The Villa sports 42% precn space mncludme: a four-scason plants display, exguisite pavilions, and a live fish pond
One step into the Villa is like entering a beautiful painting

Green Park Villa provides a vanety of services, ranging from accommaodations, conference space, and recreation
arcas to fully cquipped catening services. There are Western, Chinese, Japancse restmurants as well as a Japancse
- \ hotpot shop and French style Teppanyaki, and BBO) in the garden. Green Park Villa is vour first choice whether you
sl B0 ok dial sccrmdi b 'n'Iﬁ?Tn China 300457 are choosing a long term residence, or planning a short term business np

abs arsd Colleges (W L WWw._tedais.org

oals (C15) Green Park Villa---Your cozy home

<S>+ CELEBRATING 18 YEARS IN Tsm-@o 86_22_6622_6158
LIMITED 5PA TLEAVATABLE - J .

Pr rde 12

Add: No.34 1st Avenue TEDA. Tianjin  TEL: 022-25280670  Hitp:f'www. hotelgpv.com
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TEDA International Club Tianjin Year-end Banguet Promotion
Consume More, Gain More Vvaid from Dec.15%, 2012 to Feb.28t, 2013

More benefits from the following promotions:
Seaport Chi R ant (5tablesup) / Greenland Restaurant (5 tablesup) / Meeting

Preferential for the one-time consumption upon RMB10,000 & above

2 SPA entry tickets for free use of swimming, sauna & gym. (worthy of RMB 128/ticket)
2 voucher for Thai SPA Items (worthy of RMB550)

Preferential for the one-time consumption upon RMB20,000 & above
5 RMB100-coupon of TEDA Int’l Club Tianjin

1 voucher for 1 r.n. stay of TEDA Selected Suite

Preferential for the one-time consumption upon RMB30,000 & above

1 RMB500-coupon of Seaport Chinese Restaurant

2 SPA entry tickets for free use of swimming, sauna & gym. (worthy of RMB128/ticket)
1 voucher for 1 r.n. stay of TEDA Selected Suite

1 voucher for 1 r.n. stay of Executive Suite

K e 46 R A

TEDA INTERNATIONAL CLUB TIANJIN

Add: No.7-2, Fukang Road, Nankai District, Tianjin, China 300074
Tel: (86-22) 5869 5555 http: www.tedatjclub.com.cn
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Snake Lunar Year Celebration

Celebrate the Snake Lunar Year at China Station and choose your
gold ingot to enjoy daily prizes. Our Chinese Master Chef, Edward
Ma, has prepared four set menus, designed to revitalize your energy
and nurture your wellbeing, to bring you fortune and a prosperous
New Year.

Promotional activities include:
1) 4 set menus: Traditional Set-RMB 2,180, Deluxe Set-RMB 2,480,
Luxury Set-RMB 2,780 and Snake Set-RMB 3,180 per table of 10.
2) One complimentary bottle of wine and New Year dumpling
dish for any booking of private dining.

For inquiries, please call our hotline 2457 8888 ext. 2607

Venue: Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Tianjin 2F China Station
Date: 19 January - 24 February 2013
Time: Lunch I1:30am - 2:00pm

Dinner 5:30pm - 10:00pm

Subject to 15% service charge.

Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Tianjin
66 Xinkai Road, Hedong District, Tianjin 300011 China

Raa'l’/)ébp\ BlU

PLAZA HOTEL
TIANJIN

http://www.radissonblu.com/plaza-tianjin
R R E A
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* Meeting Room Promotion
Paying meeting room rental and enjoy
complimentary usage of LCD projecior

= Corporate Annual Dinner
RMB 2,600ne per talile of 10 persons menu only
RMB 2 800nett per table of 10 persons meni,
Inclusive of free flow soft drinks and beer
Every 15 paying tables will be enjoying 3 1 night
complimentary weekend gay as lucky draw gift.

The abave promations are valid from today
ovwands till end of February 201 3.

Reservation: 8319-8888 Ext. 3105

2 hotel nikko tianjin

ks B4 BATE Ik
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Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District

G P DX FR 38 Fp #5225 )
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
*Phone: 8829 7772

« Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com

« TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.

\enoRde
- ; iR
ik T1AmIN A TEDA L
EHNILTIAN CHEITTIAN King Hall Hotel
i B FuLLOWLHIE .‘1 FULLO® P Address:No.22 Huanhu Zhong Lu
R VX IR 22 5

Encouragement I‘r

People who share our
goals and beliefs

=
All of these things help us b !

to discover how we fit into

the place that God has
put us.

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or [
10:00 AM in Tianjin or at '

10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His }
great plan,together -

PRI L s Law Firm
REX Service Iﬁg‘;w—DenlaI
SINOBO
Tianjin Magic Lily International
Travel Agency

z Happy New Year
Promotion

Boore o o
e @ N
HAL  Rfchinamarket.com




Survey

Crossing the road the Chinese way

Kindergarten is where most people learn how to cross the road. It is
simple: wait for the light to turn green, look both ways and then cross
while staying on the zebra lines. It is a basic rule everyone knows and it
has been this way for decades. However, in China, you will find this rule
does not apply. The rules here are different. Actually, I will tell you a
secret: there are no rules here at all. When a group of people are gathered
by the road side, they will cross no matter what the color of the traffic
signal. Of course, this is a bit of a joke but what else can you do?

Interviewees: Dean Smith (New Zealand)
Parker Barriball (USA)
Kyle Knutson (USA)

Are you frightened when you try to cross a busy road in China?

Dean: It’s certainly nerve wracking at times as the cars can come from
all sorts of different angles and directions.

Parker: I used to be but after a year you learn the rhythm of the traffic.

Did you find there are any rules in crossing the road?

Dean: Not really — 1 guess the best rule is to choose a speed and
direction and stick to it so that the oncoming cars can anticipate
where you are going.

Kyle: I find that the pedestrians invent their own rules when it comes to
getting to the other side. For example, some will slowly inch
their way forward whenever there is an open space and
assuming that cars will just see them and go around.

Do you think pedestrians’ who don’t follow traffic rules should be

fined?

Kyle: The only way to get pedestrians to follow the rules is to fine them.
However, the pedestrian traffic lights NEED to give them
enough time to cross the road when they turn green.

Parker: If you want to fine pedestrians for infractions, there needs to be an
equal enforcement of the rules for drivers” who break traffic
laws.

Do you think it’s all pedestrians’ fault?

Kyle: Not really. In my opinion China is a pedestrian unfriendly
country. Cars basically have the right of way and the pedestrian
lights are not green long enough for us to cross the street. So these
problems actually encourage pedestrians to break the rules or else
they will never make it to the other side of the street.

Parker: No, it’s a combination of the driver and pedestrian with neither
side willing to wait or let the other go even though a bit of
courtesy would help keep things less congested and safer for all
parties. Both are at fault.

* The topic for next month is Have you ever rejected or cheated by a taxi driver?

We look forward to reading about your experience with taxi drivers. Send email to

editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn and you'll have the chance to win a 100RMB restaurant

coupon.

®
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ongratulations on us all for surviving the end of the world! Did you have
‘ : a great time at your Christmas and New Year celebrations? | decided to

leave every little worry behind and flew to Korea for Christmas and to
celebrate my birthday.The end of year is always a stressful time with all types of
year end things to do at work. It is so busy and then you must make time to buy
presents for family and friends.

Modern people do have a lot of worries and stress that comes from all
aspects of life. However, fifty years ago, people had a much simpler life with their
only major worry being to feed the family. In this issue we interviewed a local
family named Wang. Mr and Mrs Wang are in their seventies and have been
married for over 50 years.They have recalled for us their life together. Their son
has shared with us his sweetest childhood memory and his experiences in
educating his own child.

For the Wang's happiness was easy. In the days when households had
difficulty making ends meet, some new clothes and a bow! of stewed pork for
Spring Festival was all they needed to be happy. Today, children are hard to
satisfy because they have so much more than earlier generations could have
dreamed. However, today’s children are confronted with ferocious competition
at school. Which generation is happier?
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\ Got a passion for Tianjin?
Want to share your China experience?

Are you a veteran expat with tips and
tricks of the trade?

In tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine is looking for freelance writers to contribute articles to the magazine in all areas.

If you are interested, please get in touch with editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn
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WHAT'SON

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Moscow State Symphony
Orchestra New Year’s Concert

EHMELZREAHREE RS

Conductor: Dmitri Orlov
Time: 19:30 on Jan 1-2
Price:880/580/380/280/180/120 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Philharmonic Orchestra
New Year’s Concert

HHRERRANEE RS

Performer: Philharmonic Orchestra

Conductor: Ondrej Vrabec

Time: 19:30 on Jan 5 Saturday

Price: 580/380/280/
180/120/80 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Drama: Everything in the Garden
ERl (#EEE)

Scenarist: Edward Albee

Director:Han Jie

Time:19:30 on Jan 1-2

Price: 880/580/380/280/180/120/60RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Classic Peking Opera
TEREMY - FEER (KR 2)
Performer:Tianjin Peking Opera Theater

Time: 19:30 on Jan 12 Saturday
Price: 240/180/120/100/80RMB

Italian Opera
New Year’s Concert

BERMHEEEREFEST RS

Time: 19:30 on Jan 3 Thursday
Price: 880/680/480/380/280/180/120/80 RMB

Tianjin Concert Hall

Gugin Concert
EPURHEERS

Time: 19:30 on Jan 13 Sunday
Price: 180/150/120/80/50/30 RMB
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Western Shore Museum

Classic String Duet Concert
HAZFERENFEHERE

Time:20:00 on Jan 11 Friday
Price: 100RMB

Western Shore Museum

Classic Jazz Music Concert
BTRAXEERE

Time:20:00 on Jan 25 Friday
Price: T0O0RMB

B e
EERLEAFRETRS

| B 2003%00 )1 20 1) 2000

i =

Western Shore Museum

3882000 83882002 23320068

Royal Scottish National
Orchestra New Year'’s Concert
ERFEZEIRINRAFES RS
Performer: Royal Scottish National Orchestra
Conductor: Peter Oundjian

Time: 19:30 on Jan 3 Thursday
Price: 1280/880/680/480/280/120 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre

Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Drama:

In the North of Haidian
&R (imEZdL)

Director:Wang Dingyi

Leading Performer: Cai Yingnan, Liu
Yang, Li Lin

Time: 19:30 on Jan 18-20
Price:580/380/280/180/120/80 RMB

Wien Klang Sinfonietta
New Year’s Concert
B g sz E T RAFEE RS

Conductor: Jane-Ryder-Matt

Time:19:30 on Jan 4 Friday

Price: 1580/1280/980/680/480/
380/280/180/120 RMB

Vocal Classic Concert

EREHEHERE

Time:20:00 on Jan 4 Friday
Price: 100 RMB

Western Shore Museum

Classic Folk Music Concert

RAEHERE

Time:20:00 on Jan 5 Saturday
Price: T00RMB

Western Shore Museum

Classic String
Quartet Concert

ZRNERZ#ATRE

Time: 20:00 on Jan 12 Saturday
Price: T00RMB

CU R IR OO0 (T-ETE
i ENEEAEARED EREENERRTE

Western Shore Museum

Western Shore Museum

Folk Duet Concert

REFERERS

Time:20:00 on Jan 19 Saturday
Price: 100RMB

Classic String
Quartet Concert

ZANERREERS

Time:20:00 on Jan 26 Saturday
Price: TOORMB

’ .
Don't Miss
English-speaking Community of X
Xikai Catholic Cathedral
01 January 2013 @11.30 a.m. | &§
Solemnity of Virgin Mary ==

06 January 2013 @ 11.30 a.m.
Epiphany of the Lord

During Advent, our Community will have
second collections each Sunday to raise
RMB 15,000. Donations will be made to the
ICCO for selected kids' extra nutritional
needs, and to the poor living in the
suburban Districts in Tianjin through the
Sisters of Charity.

St.Joseph's Cathedral (P /1 41%)

9 Xining Dao, Heping District
FRHATRIF XY T8

English Mass every Sunday @ 11.30,
celebrated by Fr.Eko Prasetyo from
Indonesia.

Email: xikaicathedral@gmail.com




TIANJIN NEWS

What’s hot on Weibo...

P Crazy man slashed 22 elementary
school students in Henan Province
in, 36, a long-time epilepsy
an elderly woman
elementary  school
children with a en knife on December
14th. He w bdued by teachers and
police. Police investigations revealed Min
had been worried about the end of the
world rumours which led him to go on his

rampage. @A & H i

and 23

P> Sirens' wail to get renewed legal

backing

Following the death of a patient in a
traffic jam on December 7, the Ministry of
Health (MOH) and Beijing Health Bureau
have announced new regulations to help
ease ambulances' passage through traffic in
emergency

The regulations will stipulate that
ambulances have traffic /i
emergency  treatment  and
transferring patients in critical condition.
Drivers that refuse to give way to
ambulances will be punished and be held
legally accountable if the patients die, the
Legal reported on Thursday
(@GlobalTimes

P Developing manners in metro

The Tianjin Metro
has become a major
A W transportation option for

a local people and the

2 trai r stations in rush
: e, e NOUT ar€ extremely busy.
! Volunteers have been

3 ﬁ helping to usher the
-‘ £ crowd onto trains and to
4 promote metro manners.
Passengers are becoming
increasingly aware that it

is important to leave

n and to

R

space for thos: tting off the tr:
line up at both sides of the gate.

Tianjin named among Top 10 Best
Commercial Cities in Mainland China

B Gahli) FERDRERLET KEMB+E
SIRAEMEEE (BHE) P XRES PESER WETHTE, X2ESBE=FERPERb+
fERIH .

Tianjin was named among year's Top 10 Best Commercial Cities in Mainland China
for the third consecutive year when Forbes Magazine (Chinese Edition) revealed the list on
Dec 12th.

Shanghai retook the crown from Guangzhou, it was followed by Hangzhou and
Shenzhen. Guangzhou fell to fourth place this year; while Tianjin remained at the tenth
place.

‘Wauxi, Nanjing, Ningbo, Beijing and Suzhou were the other cities to make the list.

Talents, city size, purchasing power, passenger & freight transport, operating costs,
private enterprise and innovation were the major factors that Forbes Magazine analysed to
compile the list.

Flextronics Buys out Motorola's
Tianjin Plant
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Singapore-based electronics manufacturing  services provider Flextronics
announced on December 10th that it had signed a definitive agreement with Motorola
Mobility LLC to acquire Motorola's manufacturing plant in the Binhai New Area, Tianjin.

The 10,000 workers at the plant will keep their jobs and will 'continue work as
usual'.

Flextronics will assume management of the Tianjin facility in the first half of 2013.

The financial terms of the deal were not disclosed.

The Tianjin plant has an annual production capability of 30 million smart phone
units and it is where 90% of the Motorola phones sold in the world have been produced
in recent years.

The Preparation of 6th East Asian
Games Going on Well
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The 6th East Asian Games will be held from October 6 to 15, 2013 1n ‘I1anjin.
Tianjin is looking forward to welcoming athletes, coaches, referees, journalists and
officials from nine countries and regions including Korea, North Korea, Mongolia,
Japan, Hong Kong, Macau, Chinese Taipei and Guam. It will be the largest international
sports event ever organized in Tianjin.

The Games will take place in 24 different venues including 13 that have been newly
built. Five of the 13 new venues have now been completed, including the Swimming and
Diving Pool at the Tianjin Olympic Center, the Tianjin Tuanbo Soccer Stadium, the
Tianjin Haihe Education Park Stadium, the Tianjin Stadium for University Students and
the Stadium at Tianjin Normal University.
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An Expats Soccer Team in TEDA

More Rational Consumption of
Imported Wines
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Would you expect to see a soccer team composed of players
from FIFA top ranking countries like England, France and Italy?
Well, now you can see one in TEDA. An amateur soccer team
composed of 17 expats from 12 countries has a weekly match in
TEDA area.

The team was organized by a Chinese woman Zhang Yan,
who is the only Chinese in the team. She plays the multiple role of
team manager, leader and team doctor.

Zhang Yan originally worked for an Italian company where
she organized a football match between her expat colleagues and a
local team in Tanggu. She received a lot of positive feedback from
her expat colleagues who hoped she could arrange more matches.
It motivated Zhang to establish the international soccer team. As
time went by, more players joined from countries such as
Germany, Poland, Japan, South Korea and Canada. With an
average age under 30, most of them are not yet professional
footballers and continue to work as teachers and company
employees.

Blessing: eight treasure rice is an everlasting
tradition for Spring Festival

Fortune:redd bean sponge cake is also called
“Fortune with blooming flowers”

A peachshaped birthday, cake can

its and lead to a er life
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The price of imported wines have been declining this year
with an average reduction of 10%. For some high-end brands, the
price has dropped 30%.

One of the main reasons for this is due to the change in
consumer’s attitude towards imported wines. As consumers
become more knowledgeable about wine, their consumption is
becoming more discerning. In the last two years, the imported
wine distribution center in Dongjiang Port Free Trade Zone has
been established and the Hai Wei Alcohol Trade Market has been
created in the Tianjin Port Free Trade Zone. Local people now
have the chance to learn more about imported wines than ever
before. According to a source from Hai Wei Alcohol Trade Market,
wines in the price range 100 to 200 RMB are the most popular
options in Tianjin. In the past people were more likely to buy
expensive wines but this seems to be changing.

Best wishes in 2013 Spring Festival
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More than just a label
“Made in China"

PEBIE" ARRENRE

% Az —, George A
LR EE B R 1R

MERFA,

b ASIEEE P
EARETT
EETHE

TRk 7 #HGe
EHF10ER, KRAAHST

Fepuls, FRAE AR BENFEAR T #

by Chao Lee

r. George Alagiah, one of the most
famous BBC anchors, arrived with
his work team from London at

Wellington College International Tianjin on
November 6. They came to Wellington to
report on the increasing demand for British
public school-style education in China, which
emphasizes creativity and inquiry.

Another reason Mr. Alagiah came to
China for the first time was to cover the
leadership handover for the BBC, in addition
to conducting a series of reports on the
relationship between China and the UK.

The Six O'Clock News has been on air

since 1984 and is watched by an average of
42m viewers a day. George started
presenting the bulletin in January 2003. He
also presents World News Today on BBC
World, the BBC's international news
television channel. Prior to joining the Six
O'Clock News he was one of the BBC's
leading foreign correspondents, notably as a

specialist on Africa and the developing world.

‘What is the point of your visit to
Tianjin at this time?

The whole trip to China for us is
obvious, there is a transition of leadership
here in China. This comes at a very
interesting time because of the election in
America.

On Nov. 6, we had the election in
America, on Nov. 7 we got the results of that
election and on Nov. 8 The Chinese National
Congress started.

In two weeks we have two different
leadership processes going on in the world.
From the British point of view, we have
always traditionally looked west. They
looked west across the Atlantic. Really the
one and only reason I am here is because, in
the future, all people from Europe are going
to have to look east to China as well.

The new leadership in China will stay in
power for 10 years. When that period ends,
by that time, China may well be the world’s
biggest economy. Certainly, it will be a
powerhouse in the global economy. So it is
quite important for the millions of viewers in
Britain to get to understand what China is
about.

As you know, we see the label “Made in
China” all the time in England, such as on
washing machines and clothes etc. But
beyond that, what does "Made in China"
really mean? Who makes things in China?
Therefore, we are not only doing the story of
the transition leadership, we also want to
educate our audience back in the UK about
China.

What’s  your comment about
Wellington College International Tianjin?

It is very interesting for British
audiences.We think of China as a country a
long way away and we don't really
understand. When you come to Tianjin, you
see that they are very interested in the British
way of doing things, such as education.

This is one of those examples that can
educate British audiences to realise that
China is not a threat and Chinese people are
interested in our way of learning and
education.

What would you like to say to those

parents who intend to send their kids to a
British school in Tianjin in the future?

What can I tell you is that when I
interviewed some of the students at
Wellington, especially those students who
used to study in Chinese schools, what they
told me is that the education here in local
schools is good but it is high-pressured. It is
about tests every day and teachers do a lot of
talking. What the parents are going to find out
here is that there is less pressure. So I talked
to one young student today who told me that
in his spare time he built a robot that can
solve the Rubik Cube in less than 2 minutes.
That would be impossible if he studied at a
local school.

Actually, we also interviewed a
smart little kid named Mimi in
Wellington College Tianjin in the
morning. She is very talented as a
pianist and performed in London.
Therefore, there is already a
connection between the British
audience and this wonderful little
pianist.

Before you set up the plan to
visit Wellington College in Tianjin,
did you have any idea about this
northern city in China?

No. honestly, I had heard about
Beijing and Shanghai but I hadn't
heard about Tianjin. When I got off
the bullet train, T discovered that
Tianjin is huge. We think London is
a big city but these cities in China
seem far bigger.

What’s the impression about
Tianjin so far?

"H-.

—_
Talking with a Wellington student

Personally, it is difficult for me because
I barely know China. However, I think it must
be quite exciting to be in a country that is
going through such an enormous change. It is
an interesting time to be here. The only thing
1 can think of as an equivalent would be
England in the Victorian era during the
Industrial Revolution.

Our next stop will be Hangzhou. We are
going to interview the boss of a local
enterprise named Wahaha! Yes, we are trying
to meet as many people as possible and find
out what's really happening here and what
people are really thinking. The job of a
journalist is always to find the real story.

il Wellington Headmaster®
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Tianjin Through
The Generations

B ARSI

—LE SR BEA N R E T G

#

i

fNE R ERRELRFHRZ
FBAE0LER]
AT ERANRA. EERAMER FHE=+FR, 2H7HPE

By Paula Taylor

, RiEFtE—HEmi
2R ARE?

RESNEAREFE

HY

. EXbERY

ZME

o MAVEHEREIOANE, MERMNATHRE. NN ELR TERBRENES, NSHECHIL

FOERATE
A

7o BB, A

SRR T

some time and get out and about in the
city, you will have seen first hand the
rapid development of Tianjin. Indeed since I
came here four years ago Tianjin has changed
almost beyond recognition.
‘What must life have been like 10, 20 or
50 years ago. We can study history and look
at some of the old buildings to get a glimpse
of the past, but by far the best way to have an
insight on this is to look through the eyes of
the older generation of Tianjiners and find out
what life was like back then. No doubt things
were hard. Tianjin neither had the money nor
the investment by outside parties as did
Beijing. Many Tianjiners lived very basic
lives, in fact back then, at the time of China’s

F or those of you that have lived here for
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momentous change, anyone with money was
viewed as undesirable. A friend’s
grandmother who came from a privileged
background found that the tables had indeed
turned when she wanted to get married. At
that time it was fashionable, no a requirement
that all people be the same. Her background
and family status went from being very high,
to very low and there were not many suitors.
Where once upon a time her wealth would
have meant a steady stream of suitors beating
a path to her door, it now repelled them.
Another friend’s mother and father are
extremely short in height, this is not the
normal Asian short stature.  They are
diminutive even for Chinese people. Her
mother explained that because their families

photo by Zhang Jian

were so poor, when their mothers were
pregnant they didn’t get sufficient nutrients
through the food they were eating so many
babies born back then were underdeveloped
and underweight. I can’t stand how people
here order much more food than they can eat
in restaurants and then waste it. Chinese
people explain that people were so poor in the
past, but now they don’t have this problem
and don’t have to worry about where the next
meal is coming from, so to waste food shows
they have money. Sometimes when after
having eaten with friends I survey the vast
amount of food still left on the table and say
“Let’s get a doggy bag”, they are embarrassed
and say “Just leave it, it doesn’t matter”.

I fear that with the city’s rapid

development, many of the features of the past
will be eradicated and the only places to see
them will be gu wen hua jie and wu da dao,
everything else will be just a distant memory
for the older ones with younger Tianjiners not
even aware of their city's roots then continue.
There seems to a “Off with the old, on with the
new” mentality. Many of the hutongs are
disappearing and are being replaced with
shiny, new tall buildings many with no
character at all. The older generation do not
seem to in mourning for the old Tianjin, they
also celebrate the city’s rebirth.

We interviewed a family to find out what
life was like in the old days in Tianjin. Wang
Chang Nian, the father, Wang Cui Lian, the
mother and Wang Wei the son. Wang Chang

An old lady passing a narrow hutong with local breakfast

Nian was born in 1936, and Wang Cui Lian
was born 1938, they are both from Shanxi.
Wang Cui Lian, came to Tianjin before China
was liberated to work. In 1949 Mao Zedong at
Tiananmen announced that “The People’s
Republic of China has been established,
Chinese people are their own masters”. As
you know this heralded great change for China
and at that time people were confident, the
national fervour was running high. Wang
Chang Nian was already here in Tianjin. He
had a problem and so it was difficult for him to
marry — he was considered too tall, at
1.8metres he was viewed with suspicion.
Eventually someone from his hometown and
who he worked with said “If you are willing to
become my son, I am willing to give you my

daughter. Wang Chang Nian agreed and thus
the marriage deal was sealed.

Love was very different back then,
nowadays there are couples openly displaying
affection for each other on the streets, in the
parks, even in the bus shelters. When Wang
Wei’s parents met, these tactile displays were
unheard of. However that is not to say that
theirs is not a true love story. If they were to
sum up their time together, they would tell you
that they have never had a cross word. In
those days marriages were built to last, and
although it would be impossible for them to
tell each other they love each other, they show
that they really care for each other in other
ways. Their son had never seen them openly
display affection for each other.

®
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Mr. and Mrs. Wang's wedding photo in front of the Tian An Men Square

Wang Wei again tells us how he envies
his parents’ marriage. He feels that today it is
very difficult to understand the kind of loyal
love that his parents have, and although they
are so undemonstrative, he was amazed that
when his father was sick, his mother
accompanied him in the hospital from the time
it opened, to the time it closed. Nothing
unusual about that, most wives would do that
if they could, but what Wang Wei was amazed
to see, was that his mother never let go of his
father’s hand, she kept fast hold of it and
repeated over and over “I am afraid you will
die, I don’t want you to die”. Prior to this
Wang Wei had never seen any displays of
affection between his parents before and when
his father was released from the hospital, they
went back to their usual quiet relationship, not
touching each other, nor even speaking much
to each other. Wang Wei says “I can’t even
understand how they have lived together all
these years, so quietly, side by side, I can’t
understand it but I envy them their peace and
harmony. Most people like the hong hong lie
lie kind of life, but my parents are xiang ru yi
mo ”. He has used two idioms, hong means
blast or explosion and lie means fiery, ardent.
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Xiangruyimo literally means to moisten with
saliva, but the meaning is sharing meagre
resources/mutual help in humble
circumstances, you get the picture. Lots of old
people here have hobbies, some of them go
dancing in the parks at night, but when I asked
about their hobbies, I was told that Wang Cui
Lian was too busy looking after her husband.
As long as his health was okay, she was happy.
They don’t go out much, preferring instead to
stay inside with just each other for company.
They have now been married 50 years —
obviously their marriage philosophy works,
but then again they are from a different era. In
those days nobody got divorced, it was
unthinkable. Any problems that they faced as
a family were to be faced together.

Weddings were much more simple in
those days too. They simply got married but
there was no reception, and their honeymoon
consisted of a trip to Beijing. Although the
world is a much smaller place now, there of
course was no fast train to take them from
Tianjin to Beijing, the train that took them was
much slower, so Beijing seemed much further
away. They thought it a great adventure to
stand before the Forbidden Palace, two

newlyweds at their start of their life together,
at the start of the new China, two tremendous
changes for a young couple to face. The
weddings these days are extragavant affairs,
there are the expensive photo albums to
arrange, the fleet of red cars, the fireworks and
that is aside from the reception itself. This
family are slightly different in that they are
devout Catholics. In those times no doubt it
was not popular to have a faith but they
followed it nevertheless. Consequently they
always wanted a proper wedding and as you
can see from the picture, many years later
Wang Cui Lian achieved her dream to have a
proper wedding and wear a wedding dress.
This picture capturing those memories is a
treasured possession. I find it very moving
when you consider what some people have as
dreams. All she wanted was to recapture the
moment when she pledged herself to her
husband.

She worked as a doctor and her husband
worked as a university teacher — these are
considered to be good jobs nowadays but back
then there was no special status accorded to
educated persons, in fact it was the peasants
and farmers that were the important ones back
then.  Therefore their salaries were quite
modest, as a university teacher he earned 55
yuan per month. Obviously people were a lot
more satisfied with their lives in those days as
almost everybody was in the same boat, there
was no trying to keep up with the neighbours
materially speaking, as the neighbours didn’t
necessary have anything that others felt that
they too had to acquire. The salaries they
earned, although did not allow for any
luxuries, were sufficient for their needs.

Giving birth was yet another experience
that was different. Nowadays women that
have children are generally all given

The Wang's old photo

caesarians. There are several reasons for this,
it means that the delivery time can be
controlled so women are given an
appointment to give birth. The sheer number
of people here means that everything has to
take place as quickly as possible in order to
make room for the next set of pregnant women
waiting. Chinese women do not like pain, so
they welcome this arrangement. I personally
think that Chinese women are so slightly built
and so slim that natural childbirth would not
be easy anyway. Back then Caesarians were
only an option for women that had trouble
giving birth, and it was a matter of pride to
deliver the baby with as least assistance as
possible. Women were a lot stronger back
then, which is amazing considering they had
less food to eat and none of the modern
conveniences we have. I suppose the
pollution and pesticides we have these days
are responsible for our food not having as
much nutrition.

The Son

Wang Wei himself did not follow their
faith and when he grew up and got married,
his parents were disappointed that he went
through a divorce. They told him “You should
join our religion because Catholics do not get
divorced”. He decided they were right and in
2007 converted to this faith, after which he
met his second wife, also a practising
Catholic. He says “I can relax and not worry
that my wife will leave me as she also does not
believe in divorce”. This second marriage was
also a modest affair as he has learned from his
parents’ example that what is needed to have a
successful marriage is not a lot of money, and
it is not a showy display of wealth that some
weddings are. He didn’t have a lavish
reception, or the red cars etc., he just invited

the few friends that had helped to arrange
things to eat with them.

Wang Wei told me he clearly remembers
when his parents started smoking and
drinking, it was after the earthquake of 1976,
Everybody slept under the bed in case of a
recurrence, but there was no room under the
bed for his parents so they were so nervous
that they tried to relax themselves by imbibing
before sleeping. Incidentally, the women that
usually smoke in China are those of the older
generation, 60 years and up, although some
young women have started they are generally
regarded as rebels.

In those days everybody knew their
neighbours, an easy thing as everybody lived
in a courtyard with several other families. The
children seemed to be regarded as community
responsibility and at meal times would be
regularly fed by whoever happened to be
dishing up the food. Wang Wei fondly
remembers his neighbour’s cooking was much
better than that of his parents as the neighbour
added a lot of oil to their food, which is
considered to make the food more delicious.
Therefore at mealtimes many children
presented themselves for feeding.  The
neighbour wished to confirm who was who, as
if she had argued with a particular family, she
would not feed their children. Once as usual
she asked “What’s your surname?” Wang Wei
answered “My name is Wang”, the neighbour
told him to get out. Then she asked the next
child who said “My name is Zhang”, the
neighbour welcomed him to eat, obviously
there was no problem with his parents.
However arguments were over small things
like somebody putting their cabbages in the
public part of the courtyard, thereby
preventing everybody else from using the
space. How different from today when
nobody cares about anybody else. Wang Wei
noted that today when people argue with
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A bicycle carries a family

others, it is often violent and the police have to
become involved.

I think it must have been nice to have this
kind of close relationship with one’s
neighbours, my habit is to offer a greeting to
the people I meet on the stairs to my block, but
sometimes people just ignore me, or if [ am on
the stairs and see someone trying to open the
door, they are flustered and try to get in before
I reach them. Maybe it is because I am a
foreigner and they are afraid. Wang Wei also
laments the change in the dynamics of
neighbour relations. He has lived at his
present house for 6 years but does not know
his neighbours. He is on greeting terms with
an elderly neighbour from downstairs, but that
is all. When his own son was born he took
him to show the neighbour, but in the old days
the whole compound would have been
delighted to celebrate the birth of a child.

A wedding banquet in the hutong
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Now he has his own child, no doubt he
will contrast it with his own childhood. I told
him I know that children here have lot of
pressure on them, particularly when it comes to
schoolwork. One mother told me “Of course
we have to give our children lots of pressure, if
other people’s children get good exam results
and my child does not I will really lose face”.
However Wang Wei begged to differ, he said “I
don’t think children today have more pressure
than what I had, I think I had a lot of pressure
when I was young. The school environment
these days makes studying very easy. My son
is just a year and a half old but he already
knows how to say some English words. Also I
can help my son to do things, such as buy a
house when he needs it. Today’s children do
not have to worry about getting enough to eat,
they can eat and sleep well, isn’t that a good
thing? They don’t have to worry about money,
that is the parents job. They have a lot of things
we did not have, they have mobile phones and
computers, they are a lot of things they can do
for entertainment. When I stayed in the
countryside I saw that the children there did not
receive any pampering from their parents, they
had to go to school by themselves, and
sometimes this meant using the mountain
roads. These days, as long as the children eat
and sleep on time and as long as they do not wet
the bed, their parents really praise them. When
T was young I had to do a lot of things to get the
same kind of praise. Children get so much
from their parents but I personally do not want
my child to lean on me forever. Of course I will
pay his schools fees and provide financial
support when he gets married and help him buy
a house, but when he is an adult he must not
rely on me too much, after all when I die, who
is going to support him then? As far as children
having pressure to do well in their studies is
concerned, this competition is not between the
children, it is between the parents, they are the
competitive ones. For instance my wife wanted
to take our son to a meeting and the first thing
she thought about was what to put on our child,
because there his clothing must be of the same
standard as the other children, it cannot be of a
poorer quality. Even things like the boxes of
baby milk formula are inspected very carefully.
Everyone wants to know whose child has the
best test marks, whose child studies the best etc.
Children are innocent, they don’t really care
about these things”.

‘When I put it to him that I thought women
were stronger in those days, he disagreed with
me, he thinks that women these days are strong,
but in a different way, not physically but
emotionally and mentally. These days women
do not need to rely on their husbands so much,
they can do things for themselves. However he
acknowledges that as his wife has gone through
childbirth he now thinks that women are
capable of anything. I think most women

®

would agree that if men had to go through
childbirth perhaps we humans as a species
would die out!

‘Wang Wei feels that it is much harder to
bring up children now. In the old days people
had many children and the older children
helped to look after the younger ones. These
days parents have one thing on their minds and
that is to make money. The reason for this is
that everything needs money whereas back
then people’s expectations and requirements
were much lower. Now we need to buy many
things for our children. We have to give our
children things we did not have when growing
up, we have to buy the best clothes, the best
toys etc”. Tasked him if he agreed that people’s
attitude to money is different now and he
agreed, he said “After I had my child I started to
think that money is really really important. We
can do anything with money, sometimes just
working hard is not enough. Before, everybody
was the same and nobody had more than
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anybody else, but it is different today, there are
so many things that we want to buy.

The surprising thing is that if you ask your
parents if they prefer their lives now or back
then, they will probably tell you that when they
were young, things were much better,
everybody knew their neighbours, there was
not so much crime, people had more time for
each other and although everybody was poorer
they were still happy. However if you ask the
older generation in Tianjin which days are best,
they will tell you that their lives are much better
now and the first reason they say it is better is
because everybody has enough to eat and.
Doesn’t that tell us a lot about humans? We
don’t actually need much in the way of material
possessions, just enough to eat, clothes to wear
and somewhere to live. A wise man once said
“Give me neither poverty nor riches”. Itisa
shame that these days we are defined as a

person by what we have and not by who we are.

Sweet childhood memory in hutongs
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Hermonfous Serviced Ap&rtment: s
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Available room size: 50 m* 60 m* 70 m? F
Facility: independent temperature controlled central air conditioner; international and
domestically phone service; internet access; Plasma TV set with satellite TV channels;
fully equipped kitchen ware (Refrigerator, cookers, kitchen ventilator, microwave oven,
electromagnetic oven, electric cooker, electric pot, water cooler, tableware, wash
machine, towel, toiletries)

Convenience: 24 hours reception service (morning call), laundry service, shuttle service
in the airport, 24 hours security service; electronic room card

Add: No.135, Anshan Road, Heping District, Tianjin, China
Tel: 022-83311818 Fax: 022-27833588 www.tjjbhotel.com
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MBA in China,
Career or Corruption
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exclusive men’s club in the world. That

maybe true but a close second must be the
elite business school’s of China. The main
advantage there is that in addition to powerful
male classmates, you will find beautiful
female classmates in the mix. People pursue
higher education for different reasons and
depending on the kind of school you attend
your experience and career path afterwards
can be vastly different. So what does having
an MBA from a Chinese business school mean
versus being a Westerner coming into China
with an MBA from a Western school?

If one was to make a shortlist of hot

I t’s said that the US Senate is the most

By Parker Barriball

topics that both Westerners and Chinese are
concerned about, education (and the careers
available as a result) would have to be in the
top five. As the world is trying to come out of
the hangover that was and is the global
economic slowdown many people, young and
not so young, are looking around at what to do
to advance their career. For many of my
university classmates that answer came in the
form of hiding out in grad school in the US
until things pick back up, for me it meant
coming to China to carve out my piece of the
pie. While there are plenty of examples of
successful entrepreneurs who never went to
university, or obtained an advanced degree

like an MBA from a prestigious University,
education is important regardless of your
home country. One staple of professionals the
world over has been the MBA (Master’s of
Business Administration). It represents a
significant investment of both money and
time, but what is the return on that
investment? What many schools use in
promoting their MBA programs is not the
curriculum itself but the attractiveness of the
degree to future employers, the network
offered through alumni, and in some cases, the
playboy atmosphere found in top tier schools,
though the last bit may not make it into the
brochure.

Let’s take a quick look at the numbers,
which may give us one side of the equation.
According to the US-based Executive MBA
Council in 2011 the average global tuition fee
for an EMBA (Executive MBA) program was
$73,000. Some business schools, like Cheung
Kong Graduate School of Business in Beijing,
can take it up to the $100k range. That’s not to
mention the opportunity cost which could be
as much as $140,000 if you choose to study
for two years instead of working. But maybe
you choose away from a full time degree at a
top tier school, and go for a part time program.
Then you are looking at very little opportunity
cost because you can work and study
simultaneously, but the prestige (which
remember is a big selling point of an MBA)
might be diminished by going to a mid-tier
school, or choosing distance learning. And
remember that there are plenty of employers
who are willing to foot the bill for your
education which drops the cost to zero. Each
path has its own return based on a very
specific set of conditions, so numbers may not
be enough to really evaluate the utility of an
MBA.

So what do you get from an MBA
program. Knowledge, a new skill set, upward
job mobility, and at least in theory a larger
network of business contacts than you would
otherwise not have. Another aspect of having
an MBA on your CV is that it signals certain
things to future employers, for example, that
you can learn at a higher level, and that you
are motivated to advance your own career.
These signals may not always work in your
favor. Some employers may see you as too
expensive or even a threat to their own job if
you look good enough on paper. Obviously
you should not decide against an MBA
because some HR director has an inferiority
complex, but having an MBA could make
certain companies see you as overqualified.

One of the biggest parts of the MBA
debate is how valuable it is to your career
versus years of experience in a given field.

There is no hard and fast answer to this
because it will depend highly upon your
situation and your potential employer’s
requirements. Western companies are more
likely to focus on skill sets (regardless of
where you pick them up) and experience over
a piece of paper that says you are a
businessman. In China credentials matter, to
the point that if a high school grad can’t make
it into one of the top nine Chinese universities,
some families will regard the last 18 years as a
failure. We spoke earlier of the high price of
an EMBA from Cheung Kong Graduate
School of Business; the university boasts
some impressive alumni, in fact over 75% of
their enrollees held positions of Vice President
in their respective companies before starting
their MBA. Whether its high level
government leaders or chairmen of large
enterprises, alumni of China’s top business
schools share one thing in common, they are
all rich. Students at these institutions often
bring many years of business experience with
them and build on an existing skill set. But
more often than not, curriculum is not a large
selling point. Many students come to these
institutions because of the prestige and
networking (ie guanxi) that comes with the
MBA of a top tier Chinese business school,
but there are other benefits to attending such

an exclusive club, like the coeds. Increasingly,
scandal is being associated with schools like
Cheung Kong because of the extracurricular
activities of their high profile alumni.

If you follow the pulse of the Chinese
blogosphere in regards to these schools, the
impression is that they are less for education
and more a rendezvous point of the beautiful,
powerful, and rich of China. Cheung Kong
came under scrutiny recently when Wang Shi,
a 61 year old property developer, and alumnus
eloped with actress Tian Pujun, a fellow
classmate. If James Brown is to be believed,
this is a man’s world, and when the Chinese
see the high-powered men’s club of elite
business schools, it does not play real well
with the common man. There is already plenty
of angst about the growing income gap in
China. However, from the perspective of those
attending these schools it’s a one stop shop, in
two years you can gain prestige, an impressive
network, and with a bit of charm (or money)
find true love. So maybe an MBA means
different things in different places. It’s
certainly not a decision to be made without a
bit of research and reflection about one’s
career goals.

For most Westerners in China the top
MBA and EMBA programs will be out of
reach due to language barriers. However, long

distance learning and part time online
coursework is a very popular option for those
seeking the skills more than the prestige of the
MBA. There are plenty of options on the table
and even if you aren’t one of the elite
hobnobbing in Beijing, an MBA may be the
right career move for you to advance yourself,
either here in China or back home in the West.
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Paid your Dues in
China? You will!
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point where you caught employers’

attention and hopefully you’re now on
your first job in China. Let’s start climbing
the career ladder. The rule of thumb in China
as it is everywhere else is that the first job is
usually more about training than anything
else. The first job in China takes you back to
that point even if you’ve already had ten jobs
back home!

Even if you've got twenty years of
experience! Even if you’ve just got an
executive job! That’s just it; everything about
working in China is very different; from the
market to the regulations to the culture all the
way to the customers themselves. So try to
grasp everything you can from everybody

I n last month’s article we arrived at the
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you meet. On the other hand, don’t expect a
real training course to be handed over to you
and certainly don’t expect your supervisor or
your colleagues to feed you with a golden
spoon.

They will expect you to learn by doing
and to hit the ground running. There’s just no
time for that “non-sense” here! It’s all about
action. Develop a new product, reach a new
client, close one more deal and cut some of
that cost. You just have to start applying
yourself to the job and to watch your
colleagues, superiors and even your
subordinates to learn from them.

It certainly helps if your team likes you.
Try to reach out to them and avoid the pitfall
that most expats fall in. Do not build your

own bubble and live in it. Try to talk to them
now and then. Have lunch together. Go out
every couple of weeks with your Chinese
friends and colleagues as frequently as you
go out with expats.

It might be more difficult sometimes
because of the language barrier. However, if
you’re working at a company and your
Chinese skills are not up to a usable standard,
then I can safely assume that your Chinese
colleagues can speak at least some English or
you wouldn’t be very useful amongst them.

The language barrier in the workplace
might cause some communication issues that
can strain information transmission and
waste time. Outside work, it’s usually
something Chinese and expats laugh at and
just exchange vocabulary so it would help
you learn Chinese faster than if your Chinese
friends have perfect English skills.

‘When you first accept the job, be sure to
note these things. Try to get the vibe of the
place before taking the job. If you’re lucky
enough to find a team that will be welcoming
you onboard and will give you the “Chinese
Business for Dummies” crash course, you’ll
be blessed with an awarding job and possibly
a great start to your career in China.

This doesn’t mean of course that
everything you’ve done before coming to
China has gone in vain. The fundamentals are
the same and basic practices of business are
the same in all cultures and ages. What’s
different is how to put your skills in action
and to get the best out of the situation.
Technical skills will always be the same
wherever you go. It’s the personal and
situation skills that will need to be reviewed.

There’s one issue that I just want to point
out since I mentioned learning the Chinese
language from your friends. Well, frankly it’s
not very easy. I’ve been here for two years
now and I’'m not a speaker yet. I hardly
distinguish some words when people are
talking in front of me and for some reason it’s
even more difficult when they are talking TO
me!

In this article series, Moe ELGHAREEB discusses China’s workplace, employment opportunities, issues that face expats in Chinese businesses, how the Chinese professional

scene accommodates expats and the potential for expat-Chinese co-operation in the workplace.

o

However, this doesn’t make it right to
just ignore the whole thing. If at first you fail,
try again. If you quit a class, think about
hiring a teacher. If that doesn’t work, buy a
book or an online course. Try to find what
will work for you and at least try to get
SOME Chinese language skills.

As far as cultures and languages go,
China has some of the richest, oldest and
most complicated ones and although you can
get by without learning Chinese, it will just
make your life more difficult. I know because
a trip to the supermarket for me is something
that I have to plan and the translator is the
most frequently used application on my
phone. When the battery dies on me, part of
me dies with it. You can avoid that if you try
and learn even the basics.

Integrating into a culture starts with
getting involved in it, learning the language
and understanding the cultural norms. These
norms should be navigated with the utmost
care in China since as a western expat, you
probably have no idea what a Chinese would
do in certain situations so we’ll try to cover
some of these etiquette norms here.

Starting with the basics; you’re new in
China and just got your first job here so you
need to take note of the Chinese calendar. You
have to plan your meetings considering the
Chinese New Year (Jan-Feb), National Week
(Sep-Oct) and the many holidays you
probably never heard about. Check an online
Chinese calendar and keep it handy.

Another basic is the language; you don’t
want to write something in Chinese to find
that you’ve written something meaningless or
even insulting! If your Chinese isn’t up to
business level, ask for a professional
translation or get a friend to proof-read it for
you. Another mistake is relying completely
on machine (computer/internet) translation.
It’s OK for a few words but it mis-translates

should
of

some words because there are many

Chinese characters that have

multiple meanings.

It’s also a good .
idea to have
your

important documents (contracts, brochures,
price lists, specification sheets, etc.)
translated to Chinese because of different
language skills of people you’re dealing with.
One very nice touch from your side would be
translating your business card and maybe
even getting yourself a Chinese name!

Yes, you can ask a friend to help you
pick a Chinese name or you can at least make
yours easier! Here’s how: If your name is
John, Adam or Jane, you’re OK but if your
name is Anderson, Jennifer or Samantha you
can use your shortened form; Andy, Jenny or
Sam. You can then find the Chinese
characters that sound like those names and
use them. Just ask someone to read them and
help you choose so you make sure the literal
meaning of these characters isn’t funny or
offensive.

Some things are common everywhere.
At meetings you’re expected to wear business
or business-casual attire (at least a neat shirt
and pants) and try to beat the common rush
hours and be on time. Handshakes and eye
contact are common as well. One different
thing here is handling business cards. You
have to give them with care, to hold them
with both hands and treat them with respect.
Always call Chinese peers with their last
names unless you’re good friends or you’re
using their English names (which they use as
a favor for foreigner convenience, which is
why we have to return the same favor).

Always pay attention to hierarchy in
China. It’s a culture that places importance
on age, precedence and position. At
business meetings, make sure
you address a senior figure
with the required
respect.  You

course respect everybody but the way you
talk to a senior figure is seen as an important
step to socializing with them. If addressing a
company’s president for example, it’s
common in China for him/her to be addressed
“President DongFeng” while Mr., Miss, and
Mrs. are common when addressing
colleagues and subordinates.

When meeting with another company,
it’s  important to  designate  your
team/delegation leader. He/she has to present
the team to the host/guest team and to
delegate the roles. Avoid the urge to “steal the
show™; in China it signals disorganization
instead of the creativity it might show in
western cultures.

How to choose a business gift in China?
What do you do at Chinese business meals?
How to deal with arguments and ugly racism
situations? These are our topics for next
month. Until then, T will gladly receive your
comments & questions and will try to discuss
them in the next article.

Send comments & questions to Moe ELGHAREEB via

email moghareeb@gmail.com
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Fisker revenue nears $200 million

Troubled electric carmaker Fisker is expecting to generate
around $200 million in 2012 revenue, Fortune has learned from
multiple sources.

It's a decent figure considering that the five-year-old
company only began delivering actual vehicles in July 2011. But
it's also well short of what the company was promising
prospective investors. For example, one source tells me that
documents circulated last November by defunct broker-dealer
Advanced Equities projected around $1.2 billion in 2012 sales. A
subsequent projection from this past February had cut that figure
to $400 million.

For contrast, rival Tesla Motors (TSLA) reports revenue of

What about food inflation, Bernanke?

just $106 million through the first nine months of 2012 (although
Q4 is expected to be its biggest quarter by far). Tesla founder and
CEO Elon Musk also said recently that the company's cash-flow
turned positive in the last week of November.

Fisker spokesman Roger Ormisher declined to confirm the
revenue figures, but did say that the company took issue with a
recent Wall Street Journal article about the companies financial
options. For example, he says that the company's board did not
review "the option of seeking bankruptcy protection” as the WSJ
claimed. He also stressed that Fisker had hired investment bank
Evercore Partners to find a strategic partner, and not to find a
buyer.

In an unusual move, the U.S. Federal Reserve last week
signaled it would put its focus on jobs ahead of inflation next year
by buying up billions of dollars worth of bonds until the
unemployment rate falls to at least 6.5%. The central bank's
announcement was a relief for the jobless, as the employment
picture has failed to improve much since the Great Recession
formally ended more than three years ago.

But while the Fed moves on with its bond bonanza assuming
rapidly rising prices won't be a problem, or at least not any time
soon, it will be hard to convince shoppers at the grocery aisle.

Next year, officials plan to purchase $85 billion of
mortgage-backed securities and Treasury securities each month,

part of a continuing drive to push down long-term interest rates to
boost borrowing, spending and investing. What's unexpected is
that, for the first time, the Fed disclosed an unemployment rate it
wants to reach before letting short-term interest rates rise again.

‘What this means is that the Fed's other job -- controlling
inflation -- will take a backseat. The central bank generally likes
to keep inflation below 2%, but last Wednesday policymakers
indicated consumers might have to briefly live with prices rising
a tad higher. If unemployment stays too high, officials said they
were willing to tolerate inflation of up to 2.5% for a short period
as long as it remains close to 2% in the long run.

Disneyland is a work of love. We didn't go into Disneyland just with the idea of making money.
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Everything is on the table except when it comes to quality.

—UIBAT LA, (HEFERSN. —6%) - fHER (Bob Iger, iti4:)24tm] CEO)

There are men who can write poetry, and there are men who can read balance sheets.

The men who can read balance sheets cannot write.
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conomy the poor man's mints; extravagance the rich man's pitfall.
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There's a phrase in Buddhism, 'Beginner's mind.' It's wonderful to have a beginner's mind.
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Past Event

Factory Visit at Continental Automotive Systems (Tianjin) Co., Ltd.
Time:05.Dec.2012

Around 40 persons from Tianjin and Beijing came to Conti Tianjin with the
German Chamber of Commerce and spent three hours there getting to
know development of Conti in China, their products, company culture and
the successful concepts.

Firstly Mr. Hubert Limbrunner, the Plant Manager of Conti Tianjin gave a
warm welcome and introduction of Conti to the German Chamber group.
After that, the guests put on the uniform and were divided into four groups
to discover the well organized workshops. All guests are also impressed from
the enthusiasm of the Conti-people to their company.

About the company: Conti Tianjin was founded in year 1995 and belongs to
the Continental Automotive Group. It is a Foreign-Owned Enterprise, located
in the center of the TEDA industrial zone in Tianjin with more than 1,500
employees and 29K square meters of building area. The main product
portfolio covers most fields of automotive electronics including blue tooth
systems, radios, engine control units, body control units and transmission
control units for both local and international OEMs.

Join SwissCham NOW!
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EUROPEAN CHAMBER IN TIANJIN

November 29th, 2012

GM Briefing: the Sustainable Leader — Mr. Robert Swan

The European Chamber Tianjin Chapter welcomed a
special speaker and guest from Europe for November’'s GM
Briefing event, the Sustainable Leader — Mr. Robert Swan.

Robert Swan, OBE, one of the world’s preeminent polar
explorers and environmental leaders, is the first person in
history to walk to both the North and South Poles. In 1992, on
completion of the walks to both poles, Robert Swan was
challenged by world leaders at the first ‘World Summit for
Sustainable Development’ to undertake a ten year global and
local environmental mission involving industry, business and
young people. Upon the successful completion of the missions,
Swan reported back to world leaders at the second World
Summit in 2002. Here he committed to a further ten-year
mission to inspire youth to become sustainable leaders and
promote the use of renewable energy for a sustainable future.

Dec.12th, 2012

Robert's gave a presentation to more than 30 GMs in
house, it focuses on his mission to honour his life-long
commitment to preserve Antarctica by engaging, inspiring, and
educating young people, educators, and business leaders
across the globe to make informed and sustainable decisions for
the future. The dramatic story of success, failure, and leadership
that evolved out of his expeditions and subsequent transition to
global motivator has the power to inspire and uplift any
audience. His presentation not only highlights the key elements
of successful leadership and what it takes to achieve the
impossible, but also raises awareness on the issue of climate
change and the importance of people and businesses around
the world adopting sustainable, renewable energy practices so
that Antarctica will never be exploited for its resources.

2012 China Tax Seminar: The Risk Less Taken - Managing Change and Complexity

Highlights of this seminar:

*Equity Transfer and Valuation

*Mastering the Transfer Pricing Life Cycle

*Overview of Customs New Developments in year 2012

Employee Equity Plan Income and Severance Payment
*Managing Indirect Taxes in Tianjin

With the support from PwC, the European Chamber Tianjin Chapter hosted the 2012
tax seminar: “The Risk Less Taken: Managing Change and Complexity” on December
13th, 2012. The business environment has become more uncertain and volatile than last
year's. Thus, we will dive deeper into the strategic, financial and operational issues
companies are facing and the opportunities to mitigate the risks.

Leading professionals from PwC shared their insights on the trends and
developments impacting the taxation of China, the senior official from Goods & Service
Section, Tianjin Municipal State Tax Bureau also attended and gave a presentation on
the updated policies.

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
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Past Events

Dialogue with the Tianjin Government & 2012 AmCham

China Tianjin Annual Appreciation Dinner

5:30-8:30 PM, Wednesday, December 12 - Renaissance Lakeview Tianjin Hotel

More than 170 AmCham members and officials of Tianjin
Government came together recently for the 2012 Annual
Appreciation Dinner hosted by AmCham China, Tianjin at
Renaissance Lakeview Tianjin Hotel on December 12th.

AmCham China President Christian Murck opened the
event by appreciating Tianjin government’s support to AmCham
over the past years and the attention to AmCham China’s White
Paper on the government meetings or events. He also
highlighted that the member companies’ operations are well
supported by the local government in 2012.

Mr. He Ronglin, Vice President of Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference acknowledged the efforts from both the
government and the business community, and he is pleased by
the increasing investment from foreign countries, and
particularly from the U.S., and their contribution to the city’s
economic development. He also emphasized that the American
business community and Tianjin government have much to gain
from cooperation.

Michael Hart, Chairman of Tianjin Chapter Executive
Committee addressed AmCham’s willingness to contribute to
Tianjin’s economic development and transition, including
AmCham members’ investment in Tianjin and local companies’
investment in the US. He also thanked all of the corporate
sponsors, which are Alcan Cable (China), Jones Lang LaSalle,

Leadership Development International Inc., Tianjin International
School, Motorola Solutions (China) Co., Ltd., Cintas (Tianjin)
Enterprise Services Co., Ltd., Taylor Printing Company (Tianjin)
Limited, PPG Coatings (Tianjin) Co., Ltd. and United Family
Hospital.

AmCham China, Tianjin Chapter’'s Annual Appreciation
Dinner gives attendees the chance to celebrate the mutually
beneficial cooperation between the American business
community and Tianjin government.

AmChamcChina
FEEXEH S -R2

TEL:86-22-23185075

Address:Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051

Website: www.amchamchina.org
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CHINA'S EXPORTS

by Paula Taylor
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a better life. Your country no doubt has its
fair share of Chinese students, as statistics
show that, despite the huge cost to a family,
the population of overseas Chinese students
is increasing in number every year. In fact
since 2008 the numbers have been increasing
by 20% annually. In 2011 the number of

outh East London where I come

S from has more Chinese people
than the whole of England put

together. Many of them are students whose
parents have sacrificed everything to send

them abroad in order to have more
opportunities, in the hope that this will lead to

students  studying abroad reached a
staggering 339,700.

It is extremely expensive to study in an
English university, in fact the number of
British students fell by 10% this year as many
felt that the burden was too great. The
majority of students have to fund their
courses themselves as, unless the parents are
wealthy or have equity that they can use,
students have to get a bank loan for
themselves and then they are subjected to
years of debt. Upon graduating many find
that they cannot get a suitable job.

The reality is that most people do not go
to university, they leave school at 16 and get
a job. The training they get on the job better
equips them to cope in a competitive job
market. Also due to their youth, they are
attractive to companies as they do not have to
pay them a high salary at first, and they are
malleable and easy to train. Contrast that
with a university graduate who is much older
with no work experience but who expects a
salary commensurate to their degree, and it
becomes obvious who is more attractive to a
lot of companies. In England ability is the
most important thing and a university degree
is no guarantee of that, or of common sense.
Consequently the number of graduates forced
to take menial jobs is worryingly high, and it
must be heart breaking for them and their
parents that after years of studying and after
incurring huge debt, sometimes the only jobs

they can get are as cleaners, rubbish
collectors labourers and shelf stackers.
Figures show that the amount of graduates
taking on these kinds of job has almost
doubled in five years. Others have taken on
such jobs as caretakers, road sweepers,
odd-job  workers, hotel porters and
door-to-door sales people. These are the
lucky ones, some even fail to get this kind of
work and are unemployed many years after
graduating. At the moment the figures for
people who graduated in 2010/11, and were
still unemployed six months later is believed
to be roughly 9 per cent (20,620). Added to
this toxic mix is the bad reputation that many
students have, i.e. for heavy drinking, bad
behaviour and not studying.

What has this got to do with Chinese
students? At the moment China has the
largest numbers of students in the world
studying overseas and many of them are in
England. Are they better off for having
studied abroad at such prohibitive expense to
their parents? Are they able to get a job in
England once they have graduated? If they
come back to China after graduating what
does the job market offer them here?

Many Chinese students arrive in
England ill equipped for life there. They
seem to know almost nothing about the
country, aside from outdated opinions such as
it is polluted from the Industrial Revolution.
They choose a good university but often find

out that they are
not suited to life
in that particular
city. One student
who is studying at
Manchester
University told me “I
can’t stand the weather,
it rains every day. My
mother came from China to
see me and she asked me “When is it
going to stop raining?” 1 told her it never
stops raining. The only difference is that in
winter the rain is colder”. If Chinese students
choose London they are shocked at the prices,
particularly for accommodation, hence they
often find that they have to live several to a
room, which obviously makes it difficult for
them to study. Locals criticise this habit, as
overcrowding makes the places dirty, and
these students are used to having everything
done for them so are unused to cleaning and
maintaining a property. They do not integrate
with the locals but generally just stick
together with other Chinese people, which
means that any incorrect views they hold on
the country are perpetuated as there is no-one
in their circle to correct them. Their English
also just progresses to a certain point and no
further. Many fail to finish their degrees and
just drop out altogether. I know someone that
dropped out after two years and then just
stayed in England illegally doing menial jobs.

His father worked hard to send him to
England. So he could not tell him that he had
failed and kept up a pretence that he was
doing well. Of course it goes without saying
that some do succeed.

Apart from the above, the law in
England regarding overseas students has
recently changed, making life even harder for
them. Previously students who received their
undergraduate or graduate degrees from a UK
university were entitled to work in the UK for
two years after graduating. This policy has
now been cancelled so they have to find
another way of staying, if that is their wish, or
2o home.

When they come back to China, some of
them receive a nasty shock. They come back
with high expectations that companies are
lining up to offer them great jobs and big fat
salaries, because they have overseas
experience. This is not the case and quite
often they are criticised because others feel
that they are arrogant and condescending. As
their English is not necessarily better than
someone here that works hard on the
language, it is thought that they
have no reason to feel
superior. There is even a
word for them — Turtles,
this is a play on words.

As this is the

situation, an overseas
education is  not
necessarily a quick
route to success, many
experts here advise
returning  students  to
lower their expectations
when searching for a job.
>~ Parents invest a huge outlay
thinking that it will be worth it in
the long run, as their children will repay
the investment by being able to have stellar
careers that will enrich the whole family. Of
course in the case of some it is possible, but
sadly this is not true for the majority.
Therefore parents should carefully consider
their children’s characters and preferences,
strengths and weaknesses before entering into
the major decision of sending their children
abroad to study. As a point of interest, I have
a good friend that did not go abroad to study
but was educated here and got a job in one of
the Big Four blue chip companies. She was
headhunted and recruited to work in the
London office where she has been for the past
6 years. Hard work and natural ability
sometimes triumph over no ability albeit with
an overseas degree, parents should consider
this before sacrificing their all.

Y



EDUCATION

Fantastic Education Nurtures Wonderful People

School’s Secondary Principal and
Headmaster, is a man of the world in
more ways than one. As a child and for much
of his adult life, he has lived outside his home
country in various regions and countries
including the Middle East, Latin America
and, now, China. He has seen international
schools from a variety of different settings as
a student, a teacher, a counselor, a K-12
administrator and as a parent. These
experiences have helped him develop a broad
perspective that he feels has been an
important factor in his success as an
international school educator.
This ability to see issues from a variety
of perspectives has, he believes, made him a
better decision maker and a more effective
communicator when addressing the various
sectors of the school community. Being a
principal is not easy, it can be a balancing act
which involves trying to keep all members of
the school community happy. It can be like
walking a swaying tightrope while juggling

J oseph Azmeh, Teda International

el

half a dozen balls above a pit of snapping
crocodiles.  The advantage of these
different perspectives helps him to build
the consensus that is necessary in the
debate on what constitutes a quality
educational program.

Mr Azmeh may not have always
wanted to be a principal but his interest in
becoming an educator began to take
shape at a very early age. He was
fortunate to have had, in his own words
“fantastic teachers”, especially when he
was a student at an international school in
Saudi Arabia. As he explains, the
teachers there were not only skilled
practitioners in the classroom but they
were also wonderful role models that
stressed the importance of treating others
with respect. It was here he was taught to
appreciate cultural diversity and he saw
and experienced how teachers can
encourage and empower their students.

Satisfaction in your work is very
important and Mr Azmeh finds a great
source of this in his job. Furthermore, he
feels it is incredibly rewarding to work
with all the members of the school
community in identifying priorities,
setting goals, developing plans of actions
and then implementing those plans on an
annual basis. At quieter times in his

career, he has been able to look back and see
the progress that has been made and how that
has positively impacted upon individual
student learning. Truly, to know that you have
made a difference in someone’s life is one of
the most satisfying aspects of his job.

He explains: TEDA International School
recognizes that every young person has
something to contribute or can excel in
particular areas. Students want to be
recognized for their successes. So it is only
natural that one of the main goals of the
school is to provide opportunities for all
students to find that success. When students
have the opportunity to achieve success in
one area, that event will propel them on to
success in other areas. All students therefore
are offered a multifaceted approach to
learning which includes learning
opportunities to help find the areas in which
they can discover their special talents.

Education is more than imparting
knowledge and the school understends that
students live in a digital age and that they

must be comfortable using technology to
organize data, to communicate with others, to
conduct research and to present ideas. At the
same time the school recognizes that
technology is a tool and does not replace
good teaching or good study skills and habits.
In addition to harnessing students” interest in
technology the school provides experiences
outside the traditional classroom setting
through activities such as field trips, sports,
performance activities and community
service.

The students have access to a variety of
technology tools to enhance and support their
learning which include a campus-wide
wireless network, classroom access to
interactive whiteboards and online research
databases. Furthermore, it offers courses
supported  through  virtual learning
environments using programs such as
Moodle, plus other online and school-based
technology offerings. The school also has a
system called Power School which allows
parents to track their child’s academic
performance and progress. These tools make
it easy to check and monitor all students’
progress.

The school strongly supports arts
education and understands its contribution
towards the development of intellectual
capacities. Mr Azmeh realises it is important

when teaching students to try to understand
the world that they live in and that the arts
will help them discover something about
themselves. The school believes that all
students are potential artists and have the
capacity to express themselves artistically.
Students have many opportunities to discover
the artist within themselves and the
knowledge that art can be a source of
inspiration and a trigger for social
transformation.

The school strives to offer an after
school activities program that truly supports
and enhances the school’s mission statement
with a wide range of possibilities for students
to learn about themselves and to showcase
their strengths and talents. Activities are wide
ranging in their focus: in athletics, the school
competes in a variety of sports, including
soccer, basketball, and volleyball, with other
international schools in Tianjin, Beijing and
around China. The school also offers various
personal interest activities include chess,
swimming, badminton, table tennis, an

English conversation club and others.

There are also activities which teach and
promote leadership. Some of these include
the Teda International School House
program, the National Honor Society, the
Model United Nations and the Global Issues
Network. For creative students, the school
offers a range of activities including those
related to the visual and performing arts and
various Chinese arts and crafts. The school
also promotes service learning. Currently, the
school sponsors both a student service club
and a faculty service committee which is
supporting various charity projects in Tianjin
and around China.

Mr Azmeh thinks the school’s most
important achievement has been to evolve
from a small, local international school to be

one that is known and recognized
internationally. This has been accomplished
through international accreditation and the
development of several
internationally-recognized programs which
are offered by the school. An example is the
partnership  the school has recently
established with the Center for Talented
Youth (CTY) at Johns Hopkins University in
the United States. This partnership allows
academically gifted primary students to be
provided with access to special CTY
programs.

The school has also establishing an
outstanding Advanced Placement program
which offers high school students the
opportunity to earn university-level credits
through taking advanced placement level
classes. The school is also the only
international school in Tianjin to be offering a
fast-track diploma program which allows top
students the opportunity to earn their high
school diploma in just three years rather than
the usual four. As a result of these exceptional

programs, our students and graduates are
being accepted to top universities and top
college preparatory programs around the
world.

Of course the world is always changing
and no institution can rest on its laurels. So it
is only natural that the school is always
thinking ahead and implementing the latest
educational tools and ideas. Many tools
available to students in today’s classroom
were not even thought of twenty years again.
Mr Azmeh realizes that though the school is
fortunate to have a campus which includes
adequate classroom space, indoor and
outdoor play areas, a gymnasium, a small
library and a cafeteria, it is not enough to take
it into the future. So the school is looking to
further expand its facilities for the school

community.

The current campus, he states, was
originally designed as a Chinese primary
school and lacks many of the features other
K-12 international schools offer. For the
future the school requires a modern,
purpose-built facility which will allow it to
remain the school of choice for foreign
families residing in TEDA. That is why the
school’s strategic plan calls for a new,
purpose-built facility to be acquired within
the next 5 years. It is always hard to predict
how education and technology will change
the school experience in the future but Mr
Azmeh is sure that Teda International School
will be at the forefront.

By Jim Gibney




Hopeland New Year
Celebration Party
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Since the traditional Ghinese festival,New Year's Day, is approaching, foreign teachers
from Hopeland International Kindergarten celebrated with/children by making paper
cuttings for window decorations,“making dumplings_and sweet dumplings.
Through these traditional activities that reflect Chinese culture, the celebration
delivered the theme of peace’and love. Gradually, Chinese New Year is turning
out to.be the bridge of communication between east and west.

Intelligent Revolving Doors
Sales  Hotline +86-22-8971-3333
Sarvice Hotline: s 86-400-1068-8866

Villa Bronze Doors
Sales Hotline:+86-22-8351-0004

L iy, Hitp:f e bajinhu.com

Electric Retractable Gates
Sales Hotline:+B6-22-BEA1-0000 Service Hotline:+36-400-104-5853
Http:f www. tj-sx.com

P e
FAToSy FRTAE ANSERT
st =0

Avme pard S Tawln wes THEL
(g"t;l‘tﬂ:

ol SRE-TT—RAT GeasaS ol




CULTURE

Not Music to
My Ears

by Paula Taylor
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is so funny about Gangnam Style?

This song, as you probably know, has
become the most watched YouTube video
ever.  Why??? A Korean newspaper
columnist lamented this song’s popularity
claiming it dumbed down the Korean
language. Many people were curious as to
the meaning of the lyrics and a newspaper in
the UK said "Gangnam Style" is about rich
people living in a rich area who are just
concerned about spending money and outer
appearances, the song parodies the huge
differences between rich and poor in Korea”.
However the Korean columnist went on to
explain the true meaning of the lyrics which
includes the lines "A guy who one-shots his
coffee before it even cools down", and "A
girl whose heart gets hotter when night
comes”. He wondered what part of the song
gave the impression that it was parodying the
gap between rich and poor.

This song will not win the Ivor Novello
Award, nor will it win any prizes for artistic
direction. However it appears that I and the
Korean columnist are in the minority as
accolades continue to be heaped upon PSY.
He appeared at Oxford University and gave a
talk to the students there; he made the cover
of what is widely regarded to be the music
bible, Billboard magazine; he was awarded
an accolade from Time Magazine, “Fleeting
Celebrity of the Year”; he was due to appear
at a high profile Christmas party in the US
and perform in front of President Obama, the
list goes on.  His influence has also
penetrated China.

I have asked my Chinese friends why it
is so popular here and some also do not get

I s it just me that doesn’t get it? What

the joke but one said “We Chinese have no
natural rhythm and most people cannot dance
but we can do this dance so we like it”.
Chinese people love to analyze deeply and do
not understand why there is no deep meaning
to this song, so it is the dance, rather than the
song itself that has become so popular here.
To this end the video has been faithfully
copied by myriad Chinese fans and is fast
becoming famous, but this time as a Chinese
performance, albeit done by amateurs.
Favourite Chinese versions include the
students at Shanxi University, whose video
has been watched over 37,000 times, Sichuan
University Gangnam Style, Dalian Maritime
University Gangnam Style and particularly
noteworthy is the Sun Yat-sen University
video, which has clocked up an astonishing
1,950,000 views. We know that the Chinese
are expert copyists, but did they really feel
that the world needs more Gangnam style?
Another reason it has generated interest here
is that PSY is Asian and the Chinese are
wondering why they cannot create just as
popular a song, why they cannot achieve
world domination, musically speaking.

Despite the fact that some records drive
us crazy, we find ourselves inadvertently
humming along to the tune every time they
are played. When Rihanna’s record
‘Umbrella’ first came out I absolutely loved
it. However a week or two later I was ready
to inflict violence on my friends. It rains a lot
in England, so there were so many
opportunities for people to say “Don’t forget
your umbrella” upon which others would
chorus “..ella, ella, ella”. 1 actually
threatened my friends that if anyone said this
to me one more time I would not be
responsible for my actions.

Does China have any songs that drive
people crazy? When discussing this topic I
asked a friend “You know that really
annoying song, the one they play at the end of
the year in every shop, gongxi ni fa cai?” She
said “No. Only you are annoyed by that song,
we like it”. Ilaughed so much at her response
that I started choking. The reason it annoys
me is that the female band members sing in
fake little girl voices that Chinese people find
cute, but which I cannot for the life of me
understand why this is considered good.

OK Let me rephrase my question, does
China have any songs that drive Chinese
people crazy? Yes indeed, but sometimes it is
the lyrics that are the problem. I heard a
lovely song with nice lyrics - except for the
chorus. Here are some of the words “When I
hear your voice I get a special feeling, I will
never change my mind, I will love you
forever, I don't care how stupid it is I will let
my dream come true, I will tell you

something, I wanna let you know, even if
every day has a storm, I will always by your
side I am willing to do anything to make you
happy, if you want our love to come true, I
will try very hard to never change, I love you,
I love you, as mice love rice”.

Quite nice except the line “I love you as
mice love rice”?? Whoever thought that this
added anything to the romanticism of the
song? Apparently Asian people love it, it is
phenomenally popular here and has spawned
many versions, apart from Hong Kong and
Taiwan, there are also Vietnamese, Thai and
Cambodian versions. It must be because
Asian people love rice and it is valuable to
them. I can’t see the lyrics taking off in the
west though, they would have to be changed
to our equivalent of rice, something like “I
love you like a potato, or I love you like
bread”.  Asian people understand the
sentiments behind this song, but we do not
have the same relationship with food.
However this song does annoy some Chinese
people, a lady told me she feels like throwing
up every time she hears it. [ imagine there are
lots of Chinese guys telling their girls that
they love them like mice love rice. If you
have a Chinese boyfriend/girlfriend or are
married to a Chinese person, try using this

line on them and see what reaction you get.
Better still try saying it to your western
partner, substituting the word rice for a more
suitable comestible. Please, if you ever see
me do be sure to tell me what they say. It is
50 uncool it is sure to become cool.

Or how about “Aiqing Maimai”,
translated as buying and selling love. I think
you will agree this can be interpreted in a
dubious way as well as romantically. Much
to my chagrin since I heard it I haven’t
stopped singing it.

Meanwhile it was revealed that in 2002
and 2004 PSY took part in anti-American
Rallies and sung a song containing such
choice lyrics as 'Kill those Yankees who have
been torturing Iraqi captives. Kill their
daughters, mothers, daughters-in-law and
fathers. Kill them all slowly and painfully.'
The protests were because two Korean
children were killed by an American tank and
requests for the soldiers to be tried by the
Korean courts were refused, and the Iraqi war
respectively. Although PSY has apologized,
Americans have reacted in fury and have
called for the President to boycott the
Christmas concert, hence his next song may
not be such a smash there.
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ONE NATION -
TWO DIFFERENT
STANDARDS

REER, TEEED

FEE P E BT AR BORAHR, TREBEFKEHENE. flm, SEXEHABS%
1.2, 354N ABGTTE, MANGETTRAFHTHER. EREFER CEARNEM,
HESCRE ws, 7Pt A BB AL =T IR, LEFTERIFHIARR

AUTEHE, T

Whenever people from Mainland China
visit Hong Kong they are always amazed. I
think Hong Kong is an amazing place, but
what I am amazed at and what Chinese
people are amazed are quite different things.
It is not so easy for Chinese people to go to
Hong Kong, even though it is part of China,
Mainlanders still need to get a permit to travel
there. Although obtaining the permit itself is
a fairly simple exercise, the problem yet
again is the sheer number of people. When
we decided to go to Hong Kong, Mary went
to the permit office twice, the first time she
gave up because the queues were so long and
so she returned the next day. That time she
was successful but she queued for over four
hours, which she was told was quite good as
others have queued the whole day. Therefore
many people feel that it is too much trouble
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and Tianjiners in general do not like to travel
much outside of Tianjin. Naturally when
others find out Mary has been to Hong Kong,
they are curious and want to know what it is
like. The first thing she tells them is how
clean the place is and how everybody obeys
the rules.

There are signs on the metro telling
people not to eat and drink and not to discard
their unwanted trash. Mainlanders often
come in for heavy criticism from Hong Kong
residents for not obeying the rules. This
presents an interesting question. Why, if they
are all Chinese, all part of the same country,
do the HK residents obey the rules for the
good of all, and yet Mainlanders feel that
rules are elastic and that obeying them is a
personal choice? It was pointed out by one
Mainlander that there are no police enforcing
these rules on the metro, yet Hong Kong
residents do not break them, they do not
smoke or eat and drink whilst travelling.
Aside from the obvious dangers of smoking
on the metro, it could be argued that there is
nothing wrong with eating and drinking.
Now that we have the 3rd line on the metro
here, which has made life much more
convenient for us, and as it is brand spanking
new, we should maybe examine what is and
what is not acceptable behaviour on public
transport, in particular two things, eating and
drinking and using the trains and buses as
public toilets.

As I often travel on the buses here I have

seen much of what I perceive to be anti-social
behaviour. For instance twice I have seen
people allow their children to go to the toilet
on the bus — except there is no toilet. One
mother thoughtfully took a plastic bag out of
her handbag and gave it to her son to use as a
disposal toilet. OK so far so good, but then
she hung the bag with its contents on a hook
by the window, got off the bus and left the bag
there. Most Chinese parents will ask “Well
what was she to do, if a child suddenly wants
to go to the toilet there is nothing that anyone
can do?” This I can understand and at least
she didn’t let him just go on the floor like a lot
of parents do, but her conduct became
unacceptable when she left the bag and its
disgusting contents for someone else to find.
On the metro in Beijing, a boy wearing
crotchless trousers urinated and the stream of
urine ended up on the legs of another
passenger. The mother apologised but to my
surprise, far from being angry, the other
passenger just said “It’s ok, children’s urine is
pure as they are innocent”. This would
categorically not happen in Hong Kong, in
fact when Mainlanders go there they make

sure their children are wearing regular
trousers. No Hong Kong resident would
tolerate this kind of behaviour.

Regarding eating and drinking on the
subway, the fact that everybody observes the
rules in Hong and Mainlanders do not is a
source of ever increasing friction. This
problem was highlighted when a Mainlander
fed her child on the train and was criticised by
a Hong Kong resident. The visitor got into a
quarrel with her, as far as she was concerned
her child needed to be fed so she was going to
feed him and couldn’t care less what anybody
else thought. The locals were so offended
that somebody filmed it and uploaded it onto
YouTube, prompting many complaints about

the habits and behaviour of Mainland visitors.

I find the attitude of many Mainlanders
quite strange when it comes to this type of
thing, for instance the non-smoking Mary
being offended on behalf of smokers at the
5,000 HKD fine for illegally smoking. She
feels that it is too unreasonable to demand
that much money “just for breaking the
rules”. Likewise Shanghai once had an eating
ban on the metro but was forced to cancel it

because so many commuters complained
about it. They don’t mind the trains stinking
of food, stained seats and rubbish
everywhere, they can tolerate anything except
rules. Chonggqing also had a fines system but
cancelled it and instead now just asks people
nicely not to eat on the metro.

The latest city in Mainland China to
attempt to eradicate eating and drinking on
the Metro is Wuhan. They have opened a new
subway line and the local government is keen
to preserve the cleanliness. However as is to
be expected, local residents have already
started complaining about the fines system,
voicing such gripes as “People who are
running late need to eat their breakfast as they
are travelling to work™ and “Poor farmers will
not be able to afford the fines of up to 200
yuan”.

Why are people speaking up for and
supporting those who have no intention of
respecting the rules? Surely if the metro is
clean and safe, everybody will benefit. As
long as I live I will never understand this
ethos of protecting the rights of one person to
the detriment of everybody else.

My view, which of course my Chinese
friends do not like me to mention, is that
Hong Kong residents are different because of
the English influence in the past. Of course I
am not proud of the fact that my country has
done many bad things, including invading
and conquering other countries. I am not
proud that the connection with Hong Kong is
due to the English government becoming
involved in the opium trade hence the opium
wars. However there is nothing I can do
about this history, but nevertheless, one
benefit is that Hong Kong residents have a
different set of values to Mainlanders that is
akin to the values in England. My mother
taught me from a very young age not to throw
rubbish on the floor and not to eat on the
streets. Perhaps our Mainland friends have a
different view as to the differences, if so I
hope they can enlighten us. Meanwhile
travelling in Hong Kong is a very pleasant
experience. Most Chinese people I speak to
deplore these bad habits, so just who are the
perpetrators?
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raditional Chinese brands are hotter

I than ever in China nowadays. Some
of them, such as Shanghai's cosmetic

brand Two Sisters, disappeared for a period of
time, but a comeback in the market has

triggered a new fashion wave lately.
Chinese people's views on —

the old brands were
reinforced with cheap and
outdated package
designs, but today's old
brands in China have /[
found their own ways “|
to express themselves.
China's biggest
cosmetics
manufacturer,

Shanghai Jiahua (b
Z), recently ot
relaunched  its  brand .
Shuangmei, or Two Sisters,
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under a new name: Shanghai Vive. Some
Chinese customers say they find using such
brands is a new fashion now.
For many years, Chinese people have
been wusing the old Chinese products
regardless of the many new foreign brands
that have swamped the Chinese
market.

The young
generation is a large
consumer group that
favours famous

luxury  cosmetic

products in China.

Recently  though

they have also been
tucking old brands
into their makeup
kits, such as
Shanghai-based
Pehchaolin, a cream that

dates back to the 1940s, and ordinary
Vaseline. These brands often cost no more
than 10 yuan each.

“In the past, I spent hundreds of yuan on
buying imported foreign brand cosmetics. But
I noticed lots of online comments in favor of
the domestic brands and many of my friends
also use them. So I started to buy these
products instead.” Local newspaper journalist,
Shi Xiao Xiao said.

The revival of these old brands among
youngsters in China owes much to the
internet. On one online forum, girls shared
their experiences of using different cosmetic
brands and their advantages. Many
of them claim that old Chinese
brands are more
competitively priced and
user-friendly.

Also online
shopping is usually a
lower-cost  business
model than shopping
centers or  other
channels. A comment

on a certain product is
also  spread  much
quicker than before over
the internet. In addition, in
the past several years, the old
Chinese brands have raised their
quality and made their packaging more
attractive to compete with the foreign brands.

"I've been using international cosmetic
brands for a long time. But I've always
admired the celebrities' life in 1930s China. I
know that my grandma's generation used this
brand. I am very happy to enjoy the same
fashion and products." Shi Xiao Xiao
said.Time-honored brands hold a special place
in consumers' hearts. Besides cosmetics, other
old domestic brands such as Yong Jiu bicycles
are also selling more than in previous years.
Good quality, fashionable designs, plus
nostalgic sentiment have become the perfect
combination for an old brand to find a new
growth path.

Pehchaolin moisturizer (F 7675

Founded in 1931, Pehchaolin was
among the first cosmetic brands in China, and
some say even Asia. Its all-around moisturizer,
coming in a round flat blue can, was the
beauty secret of the local beauties during
Shanghai's golden years. Not ready to be left
in the past though, Pehchaolin has now
expanded its product line into herb-based
skincare items. Although people like the new
products, the company's signature cream still
gets vote with an all-natural recipe and a
price that makes even your wallet smile. (RMB
4.5 a tin.) Get it in major local supermarkets.

Japanese Restaurant

o Chef's special
selected Sashimi rve888

(Sashimi types may change according to stock)

o Black beef Sukiyaki
rve320
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(Price may vary according to size)

Authentic Japanese cuisine recommendation

Meal of Tenderloin
Pork Chop RMB6 8

Rice served with pork and
vegetables on top

rRvB62

Advangtage: Discount for membership card holder: 5 %

discount
Discount for regular membership card holder 5‘7 o

b
dsispggllﬂt Discount for VIP membership card holder Kisc
two times — .

a year Special discount for membership card holder yearly

20%
discouns

Breaded pork chop is a well-known Japanese dish that is famous around the world. It is made by the covering the pork shop
with breadcrumbs and then frying it. As experts in this field, Tonkatsu Wako pays attention to all the details, including the cut
of the meat, choosing the best meat and how much breadcrumbs need to be used, as well as the best frying method.

Set Meal of Curry
rRvB68

Garlicky Tenderloin
Pork Chop Meal RMBG8

Tianjin Isetan Membership Card
Get registered in Expats Club
Validity: 2013, January 1st to 31st

Isetan 108, Nan Jing Road, Heping
Tel: 2722-1111 Hrs: 10:00-21:00
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Read the Labels
for Eating Healthy

INVERRE T BEIZ SRR

By David Wong

EHE, CREFT-NEENTA. MEAMTERKFHRENEZETIROZM, AlEKRE

ERMMNBENRE, MIEFRTUARA. THRMORY.
AR IAR R ER R @ ERE,

R REEEFIRPAEAATLS
B ERERFH. FEAGMENRR.

he eating habits of Chinese
I consumers are changing, and
becoming more western, an example
is breakfast. China's Bright Food Group Co
Ltd has just completed its purchase of a
majority stake in breakfast cereal makers
Weetabix Food Co, the largest overseas
acquisition a Chinese company has made in
the food industry. Bright Food paid nearly
700 million pounds ($1.12 billion) to acquire
a 60 percent stake and has agreed to cover
500 million pounds of Weetabix's debt.

Food safety is also becoming more
important as Chinese incomes increase and
consumers are willing to pay a premium for
foods that are produced naturally.

Eating healthy is usually associated with
eating “Organic”. In China, this is labeled
“You Ji” F#l and you can see more organic
products in the higher end supermarkets.
Organic foods are foods that are produced
using methods that do not involve modern
synthetic inputs such as synthetic pesticides
and chemical fertilizers. Organic foods are
also not processed using irradiation,
industrial solvents, or chemical food
additives.
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For the vast majority of its history,
agriculture can be described as having been
organic; only during the 20th century was a
large supply of new "chemicals" introduced
to the food supply. The organic farming
movement arose in the 1940s in response to
the industrialization of agriculture known as
the Green Revolution.

In Canada and United States, the organic
food sector is growing at an annual rate of
over 15% each year. In China, organics has
grown at an even higher rate of over 30% and
is referred to as “eco-production” and you
can see this reflected in produce sections in
major supermarkets and also at some open
markets. Total area of land devoted to
eco-production in China is 34 million
hectares more than all land devoted to organic
production in the world, at 30.42 million
hectares.

In China, there are 3 special food
designations: Hazard Free produced foods,
Green Foods and Organics. The production
and certification is jointly supervised by
MOA Ministry of Agriculture and SEPA State
Environment Protection Agency.

Hazard-free farm products refer to
farm products and primarily processed
products (including farm products, livestock
products, aquatic products, edible forest
products and etc.), that are produced in
accordance with the rules of production
technology for Hazard-free farm products
and meet the quality standards for
Hazard-free farm products, on production
bases for Hazard-free farm products, and are
certified by the Hazard-free farm products
management agency.

Green food refers to Hazard-free safe,
top quality and nutritious food that is
identified by a special agency and is
permitted to use the green food standards. For

things that are related to life, resources and
environmental protection, they are branded

“green” internationally. In order to highlight
that this kind of food comes from the good
ecological environment and can bring rich
nutrition to people, it is thus defined as green
food. However, this kind of food is not all
green in colour.

Organic food refers to food that is
produced in accordance with organic
agriculture and the standards for producing
and processing organic food and is issued the
certificate by the organic food certificate
issuing organization. It must meet the
following requirements: There is no pollution
in place of origin; not using any pesticides,
chemical fertilizers, fodder, weed killers or
growth hormone of chemical synthesis in the
production process; not using any food
preservative, additive or artificial pigment of
chemical synthesis and using organic
solvents for extraction in the processing
course; free from pollution by hazardous
chemical substances in the process of storage
and transport; it must meet the national
hygiene requirements for food as well as the
quality standards for the food industry.

Organic food implements the standards set by
the International Federation of Organic
Agriculture  Movements (IFOAM) The
certificate  issuing department conducts
environmental  inspection and  quality
certification of annual crops in crop
production areas. The maximum validity
period of the certificate is one year.

Organic foods are also appearing more
on restaurant menus. Typically, grains and
vegetables are easily found on promotional
dishes menus and especially in Vegetarian
restaurants. However, recently I found that
meat is now being promoted as “Organic” or
“Natural”. Due to strict import regulations,
all meat imports into China must be hormone
free and some local producers have similar
products available in order to compete for the
high-end market.

Western style foods tend to lend itself
more to healthy type cooking. Salads and
dishes that use less processed foods are easier
to prepare. Whereas, Chinese cooking tends
to require a lot of preparation and cutting of
foods to be stir fried or deep-fried. However,
there is a trend for healthier Chinese dishes
and many restaurants will accept your
requests to use less oil, less salt and forgo the
MSG.

Organic Foods has also become a recent
trend of gift giving. Many companies now
send out organic grown pulses and food
products as a company gift. On line sales of
organic products is becoming very popular

with same day delivery.

Eating healthy is not always easy in a
country that is so centered around food. The
usual greeting after “Ni Hao” /R1F is “Have
you eaten?” “Ni Chi Fan Ma” {RIZ{Z15 2 So
there is a need to eat in moderation, eat smart
and exercise is still the key. Try to eat a more
balanced diet and try to cut down on those
carbs. Some tips to controlling excessive
eating are;

@ Always drink plenty of water, have a
glass before the meal and one during the
meal.

@ “anapple a day, keeps the doctor away”
have an apple as a snack before a meal.

@ Use a smaller plate, the brain can be
Jfooled that you are having a full plate;
especially when you are at a buffet and try to
limit yourself'to 5 choices - healthy choices

@ Eat slower, put the knife and fork or
chopsticks down between chews.

@ Always eat breakfast and try to have a
lighter dinner.

@ Do not eat after Spm

@ Exercise at least 40 minutes every other
day. If you are going just a few floors, use the
stairs.

I hope this helps, with the holidays
coming up, we all need to be diligent, yours
truly included!



TRAVEL

Zhaoqging: A great
warmup to Guilin

by Kyle Knutson
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ooking for a warm up stop before
I traveling to the mountains of Guilin?

Then, Zhaoging city might be the
answer you seek. Roughly translated into
English as "beginning of auspiciousness”,
Zhaoqing is a fairly relaxed paced city in
Guangdong Province. Tourists from the
larger cities of Macau and Guangzhou have
marked this quieter city as a weekend
getaway destination, being that it is only a
few hours bus ride from both places.

In 1582, Zhaoging was the first Chinese
cities outside of Macau that was visited by
the Jesuit Missionaries, in an attempt to
expand their religious influence. Eventually,
a Jesuit residence base was established by the
priest, Matteo Ricci. It was the first of its kind
in China after the ones in Macau. Zhaoqing’s
Chinese mayor was intrigued with Ricci’s
skills as a mathematician so thus, gave him
permission to settle. Eventually, the first ever
complete map of the world with all of the city
names and geographical locations in Chinese
was drawn out here. Later, Ricci was asked to

move out of Zhaoqing from one of its future
viceroys.

Nowadays, Zhaoging serves as home to
the small Guilin like Seven Star Crags Park (
L% Qi Xing Yan). Other options for those
who prefer to stick around town include the
Dinghushan mountain area and a few Bagua
villages scattered in the countryside.

After hopping on a comfortable 2 1/2
hour bus ride from the Guangzhou Long
Distance Bus Station, the first thing I noticed
when I arrived in Zhaoging in the late
afternoon were the lack of pedestrians and
cars lulling at a snail’s pace along the streets.
Guangzhou is always known for being chock
full of traffic and other mobs of automobile
induced headaches. Zhaoqing already had
that “different” feeling that I was looking for.
A few high rise apartments followed along
with some very obvious looking shopping
malls that no one seemed to be paying
attention to. Finally, the first of five of
Zhaoqing’s serene lakes appeared over the
concrete horizon. Interestingly enough, four
out of the five of Zhaoqing’s lakes were
originally one giant lake. Chinese engineers
artificially separated it into smaller parts by a
series of pedestrian walkways that literally
sliced through the middle of the lake. Upon
disembarking from the bus at the south end, I
quickly rushed across one of the causeways

to the north end, where the towering
limestone formations of the Seven Star Crag
Park greeted me.

Dubbed as “little Guilin”, this park
certainly did bare a somewhat similar
resemblance to its big brother. From an aerial
view, the Seven Crags themselves were
supposed to resemble the Big Dipper. Legend
has it that seven stars fell from the sky and
upon landing in Zhaoqing, seven limestone
mountains sprouted out of their remains into
the blister like formations we see today. I was
actually stung by the sharp contrast between
the otherworldliness of both the park and the
city. How could these two polar opposites sit
side by side with each other?

Eventually, the causeway narrowed and
I entered the park. The central lake, or Star
Lake, served as the heart and connective
tissue for each of the crags. Generally
speaking, you wander around some paths
with part of the lake to one side and a crag on
the opposite. Many of the crags had exotic
and touristy sounding names, such as Toad
Crag, Fairy Hand Crag, Pillar of Heaven Crag
and Jade Curtain. While not really
resembling their titles, they were still unique
enough for visitors to come up with their own
aesthetic interpretation.

Limestone caves (you have to pay extra
money to enter the major ones) and temples

were also fine additions to the tree sprinkled
limestone monoliths. If you have any bored
children accompanying you who just can’t be
satisfied with anything except their cell
phones, there were a few amusement park
rides here and there. Climbing a few of the
crags is another option if you have time but
you can enjoy most of them looking up from
the ground.

When evening approached and I
returned to Zhaoqing, I was greeted with a
surprising change. The evening shopping
scene had transformed into a much more
bustling atmosphere with bargain hunters,
foodies, and movie goers wandering to and
fro.

After soaking in the nightlife and
checking into my hotel, I slept in a little and
hopped on the 21 Bus for Ding Hu Mountain
(4#111] Dinghushan), the last and most
popular stop on the line. Students, families
and temple worshippers were among most of
the visitors in the crowd who were stocking
up on tasty sticky rice wrapped in lotus leaves
for the hike. These excellent snacks came in a
wondrous diverse set of flavors.

Although people were everywhere at the
entrance, there were plenty of shuttle buses
which transported most of the crowd to the
top. The walking path itself led to many
different beautiful waterfalls and streams

known for their special water. Further up was
the Qing Yun Temple, Ding Hu island, and a
special giant vassal which was supposed to be
capable of feeding over 1,000 people. I
caught a glimpse of many visitors tossing
lucky red balls into its gaping mouth and
enjoyed watching many boyfriends and
girlfriends laughing and competing against
each other. Dinghu Mountain is very spread
out with clean air and masses of trees that
really help to block out the summer sunshine.
Be prepared for some walking though since
most of the reserve took me all day to
explore.

For my final day in Zhaoqing, I decided
to see the countryside for that different side of
China. The Bagua (/\£}) villages, some of
which are still inhabited while others being
completely deserted, made the effort even
more worthwhile. Bagua refers to a sacred
octoganel symbol represented in Taoism.
Each of the eight sections within the circle
represents different aspects of one’s life such
as marriage, fame, fortune and job prospects.
The first village I went to by bus, Li Cha Cun
(FEBETTAT), was the most obvious since its
shape was exactly the same as the Bagua
symbol. After walking around the eight sided
exterior, the inner dwellings were almost a
complete maze that I got lost in. A few guides
were the only signs of life, directing visitors
to the temples and other major structures
open in the area.

Another village, Xianggang Cun (4#1),
was a more typical and boisterous alternative
to its counterpart. People still lined the streets
selling local products. Men and women were
gathered around in the parks playing chess,
singing or watching their favorite television
show (yes, the parks had their own public
TVs). Most of the crumbling dwellings still
had inhabitants, some curious, others bored;
all peeking off into the distance.

Bus 315 will take you out to Li Cha
village while the 308 heads to Xianggang
village. Both buses depart from the Qiaoxi
bus station in the western part of Zhaoging.
The buses take about an hour through some
remote and dusty landscape.

Most visitors will spend their time either
at the Seven Crag Park or Dinghushan. Both
options are great for those with limited time
but if you have that extra bit to spare, it’s
always fun to get to know an area even more
with additional choices like the villages. And
with Guilin off in the distant northwest,
Zhaoging is a great way to whet one’s
appetite for the main course that is Guilin.



SPOTLIGHT ON BEUJING

Wish for a Better
Year at the Temple
of Heaven

By David Wong
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he Temple of Heaven in Beijing has

a special meaning to me. It was built

in 1406 to 1420 during the Ming
Dynasty and is the most easily recognized
symbol of Beijing.

It is special to me because the Chinese
Cultural Center in my hometown, Calgary,
Alberta, Canada duplicates the Temple of
Heaven. www.chinesecultural.ca . In fact it is
located on the old site of the house that I grew
up in during my youth in Calgary’s
Chinatown. The Centre has the distinctive
design of the Temple Heaven blue dome
outside and intricate ceiling tiles inside.

The original Temple of Heaven or ‘Kiz
Tian Tan literary means Heaven Alter
because it was used to make sacrifices to the
gods for a good harvest. In ancient China, the
Emperor of China was regarded as the Son of
Heaven, who administered earthly matters on
behalf of, and representing, heavenly
authority. To be seen to be showing respect to
the source of his authority, in the form of
sacrifices to heaven, was extremely
important. The temple was built for these
ceremonies, mostly comprising of prayers for
good harvests.

Twice a year the Emperor and all his
retinue would move from the Forbidden City
through Beijing to encamp within the
complex, wearing special robes and
abstaining from eating meat. No ordinary
Chinese was allowed to view this procession
or the following ceremony. In the temple
complex the Emperor would personally pray
to Heaven for good harvests. The highpoint
of the ceremony at the winter solstice was
performed by the Emperor on the Earthly
Mount. The ceremony had to be perfectly
completed; it was widely held that the
smallest of mistakes would constitute a bad
omen for the whole nation in the coming year.

Earth was represented by a square and
Heaven by a circle; several features of the
temple complex symbolize the connection of
Heaven and Earth, of circle and square. The
whole temple complex is surrounded by two
cordons of walls; the outer wall has a taller,
semi-circular northern end, representing
Heaven, and a shorter, rectangular southern
end, representing the Earth. Both the Hall of
Prayer for Good Harvests and the Circular
Mound Altar are round, each standing on a
square yard, again representing Heaven and
Earth.

The number nine represents the Emperor
and is evident in the design of the Circular
Mound Altar: a single round marmor plate is
surrounded by a ring of nine plates, then a
ring of 18 plates, and so on for a total of nine
surrounding rings, the outermost having 9x9
plates.

The Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests
has four inner, twelve middle and twelve

outer pillars, representing the four seasons,
twelve months and twelve traditional Chinese
hours respectively. Combined together, the
twelve middle and twelve outer pillars
represent the traditional solar term.

All the buildings within the Temple have
special dark blue roof tiles, representing the
Heaven.

The temple was occupied by the
Anglo-French Alliance during the Second
Opium War. In 1900, during the Boxer
Rebellion, the Eight Nation Alliance
occupied the temple complex and turned it
into the force's temporary command in
Beijing, which lasted for one year. The
occupation desecrated the temple and
resulted in serious damage to the building
complex and the garden. Robberies of temple
artifacts by the Alliance were also reported.
With the downfall of the Qing, the temple
complex was left unmanaged. The neglect of
the temple complex led to the collapse of
several halls in the following years.

In 1914, Yuan ShiKai, then President of
the Republic of China, performed a Ming
prayer ceremony at the temple, as part of an
effort to have himself declared Emperor of
China. In 1918 the temple was turned into a
park and for the first time open to the public.

The Temple of Heaven was
inscribed as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1998 and was
described as "a masterpiece of
architecture  and  landscape
design  which  simply and
graphically illustrates a
cosmogony of great importance
for the evolution of one of the
world’s great civilizations..." as
the "symbolic layout and design
of the Temple of Heaven had a
profound influence on
architecture and planning in the
Far East over many centuries."

But the charm of the
Temple of Heaven is not only the
history but lies with the people
who use it today.

The park is huge and you
can easily spend all day and
enjoying the various activities of the regular
patrons. There are several singing groups and
some include musicians. There are choirs of
volunteers, classical and traditional music. If
you arrive early, you will see the owners
“walking” their birds, swinging their bird
cages then “airing” them on tress and singing
their hearts out (the birds).

My favorite is the gentlemen that write
their calligraphy on the cement with water
brushes. Their art only lasts a few minutes
while the words are wet and I can’t read
Chinese but it’s interesting to watch their
artistic strokes. If it rains or snows, no

problem there are
long  pathways
that are covered, it
will be crowded
but becomes more
intimate.

Kite flying is also popular and every
type of kite can be seen or almost not seen as
I saw someone flying the kite over 500 meters
high!

There are plenty of snacks sold but I
suggest that you pack a lunch and have a
picnic. Even in the winter, it is fun and you
can always go inside the several buildings to
warm up. Just make sure you have good
walking shoes.

For a more substantial meal, try the
traditional Beijing Noodle restaurant on the
corner outside west of the Temple of Heaven.
You have to try their Brown Sauce Noodles

lnsi&le the Hall

— Zha Jiang Mian XE# ] and Roasted Ribs
— Kao Pai Gu #54lk

South of the Temple just across the main
road is the Pearl Market or Z[#f Hong Qiao,
not as famous as the Silk Market or Silk Alley
but it has everything if not more, especially
pearls, which occupy the 3rd and 4th floor
and all four floors in the building behind. Just
remember to bargain and compare prices.
Walk away if they call you back with another
offer, you know your price is close. There is
an art to bargaining and negotiating, but we
will leave that for another article.

One final tip, don’t take the taxis parked
in front of the Pearl Market, they will cost
more than all the money you worked so hard
for during your price negotiations. Walk to
the corner and flag down a taxi that is on the
main road.

@



EXPATS HISTORY IN TIANJIN

Two Early Statues

By Andrea Klopper
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of statues located in public places in

Tianjin. They were generally to
commemorate some historical event, either
within China or abroad. Neither of the statues
mentioned here remain, nor does there seem to
be much easily accessible information about
them, but for a time they bravely gazed down
on the comings and goings of former
inhabitants of this city.

This bronze statute was found in the park
on Wilhelm Strasse (now Jiefang Nan Lu )
next to the Bader-Kiessling Restaurant in the
German Concession. It was referred to by
many as Kaiser Wilhelm or Herr Roland as it
was supposedly of the German hero called
Roland. He had been a general in the Holy
Roman Emperor Charlemagne’s army, dying
in AD778 when the retreating forces were
ambushed in the Battle of Ronceveux Pass in
the Pyranees on the Spanish-French border.
He became a popular legendary figure who
inspired poetry, musical compositions and the
oldest surviving work of major French
literature The Song of Roland (11th century).
Roland had a legendary sword called
Durendal which was unbreakable and
supposedly enchanted by various Christian
relics. The sword was prominent in the statue.
The shield was emblazoned with a two-headed
imperial eagle. Gradually Roland became the
symbol of independence of the growing
German cities from the local nobility with
many cities erecting statues in their
marketplaces as an act of defiance[ There is
such a statue in front of the town hall of

I n the past, as today, there were a number

Posteard of Herr Roland (courtesy of Leyden 2001:80)

Bremen, Germany which, since 2004, has
been listed as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.

Subsequently Roland was considered an
emblem of ‘stadtrechte’, civic liberty and
freedom which is no doubt why he was
deemed fitting for Tientsin’s  German
concession. Built in 1905, it was torn down at
the end of the First World War by French and
British soldiers on hearing of armistice having
been signed in Europe. During the war, it had
been referred to rather sarcastically as ‘Tin
Willy’. The road was renamed Woodrow
Wilson Street at about this time too.

The ‘Goddess of Peace’ in the
Monument de la Victoire was located in the
circular French Park or Le Jardin Francais
(now Central Park). The park itself was
surrounded by large homes of a variety of
wealthy Chinese businessmen. It served as a
gathering place for the French community
particularly on Bastille Day, 14 July.

This bronze statue was erected around
1922[ Jindai Tianjin Tuzhi 2003:61] possibly
to remember those French from Tientsin
who died fighting in the battlefields of the
First World War. The figure, named Irene in
French after the Greek Goddess of Peace, is
actually wearing a soldier’s tin  helmet
typical of the Great War and is shown
sheathing her sword, suggesting an end to
war. In 1938, it was apparently melted down
by the Japanese military to manufacture shell

Kaiser Wilhelm Strasse? | ',

f % e &
1 Location of Roland on

Posteard(courtesy of Leyden 2001:73)

casings, as was the case with the Goddess of
Peace statue similarly erected on the
Shanghai Bund.

While these particular aspects of history
long past have faded in all but a few
remaining postcards, there are other
(admittedly fewer and fewer) signs around us
of an earlier period in which expats made up
Tianjin’s population.

Bibliography:

Leyden, Michael (2001)China-Tianjin
Postal and Cultural History. Pages
73 & 80
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roland



LOCALEVENTS

ristmas at Wellington

No sooner was Wellington’s musical
extravaganza, Bugsy Malone, over, than pupils were
busy preparing for the Christmas concert and
Christmas Show. The Junior School’s production of
Christmas Around The World took place on Monday,
10th December. The story revolved around a group
of passengers on board a holiday cruise ship who
find themselves shipwrecked on a desert island the
week before Christmas. They are losing hope of
being rescued in time for Christmas and talk to each
other about what Christmas in their home country
means to them. Each year group, dressed in national
costume, presented a song or dance from the country
of one of the stranded passengers, with one of the
most entertaining being the Year 2 pupils performing a Russian folk dance,
complete with matryoshka dolls and Cossack leg kicking. Other treats included
the human Christmas tree and gingerbread house. In an international school
with nearly 30 nationalities, this was a wonderful way to celebrate the diversity
of the school and the different ways various nationalities celebrate the festive
season. After the show, pupils and their families were treated to a range of
Christmas goodies including mince pies and each pupil was given a Christmas
memento from Jane Robinson, Head of the Junior School.

ristmas Concert

On Wednesday, 12th December, the Seldon
Theatre  was the venue for the whole school
Christmas concert which featured over 70 pupils and
staff. The programme included a variety of
instrumental and vocal items. The wind band played a
selection of well known tunes including Can You Feel
The Love Tonight, while the String Ensemble
entertained the audience with a piece by Mozart. The
Junior and Senior Choirs performed a number of
carols and Christmas classics including the ever
popular Jingle Bell Rock and the Angel Carol. There
was also an opportunity to hear from some of the
College’s talented young instrumental soloists during
the concert, together with a rendition of The Three Kings, by baritone,
Gudmundur Jonsson, Head of Geography. The audience themselves were also
able to join in singing a couple of well-known Christmas carols. After the
concert, the audience enjoyed a drinks reception as the snow started falling
outside, adding to the festive spirit.

Wellington College’s History Trip ‘

Wellington College has only been open for just over a year and yet, in this
comparatively short time, the school has already established an enviable
reputation for its sense of the past, amongst both staff and pupils. Forty pupils
and four teachers embarked upon Wellington’s first History Trip, to Germany,
Poland and the Czech Republic in November. In Berlin the sites visit included
the Brandenburg Gate, the Olympic stadium and Sans Souci, Frederick the
Great’s palace. Special attention was given to locations and museums associated
with the Cold War and the Second World War. In Poland visits were made to the
historic city of Krakow and to the Nazi camp at Auschwitz. The trip ended in the
beautiful medieval city of Prague.

The intention is to make the History Trip an annual event and plans are
already in the making for a trip next year to north-eastern France, Belgium and
Holland, which would include visits to Paris, Bruges, Amsterdam and, only too
fitting for Wellington pupils, the site of the Duke of Wellington’s great victory
over Napoleon at Waterloo.

Welling ollege at Yale University ‘

Students at Wellington College
will undoubtedly be aiming high in
their university choices, none more
so than the twelve students who
represented the College in the World
Scholar’s  Cup ‘Tournament of
Champions’ at Yale University
earlier in December. For three days
the twelve students made their
homes at the world-famous
university, the alma mater of
Presidents George and George W.
Bush. Indeed they lunched together,
alongside the current
undergraduates, in the Yale dining
hall under the watchful gaze of
George Bush Snr in his imposing portrait.

All of the many events that go into the World Scholar’s Cup were held in
various locations around Yale. The competition was intense and it was,
according to all the Wellington participants, the toughest challenge any of them
had faced in their experience of the World Scholar’s Cup. Yet the team still came
away with several medals and commendations to add to their enviable haul at
the Global Round last summer in Bangkok. Katie Cook came third in the
Individual Junior Debating competition, in addition to being commended for her
creative writing. Minho Yoon followed his Art award in Bangkok with one at
Yale, while Miho Azumi carried off the prize for the Scavenger Hunt. We
attributed this to her prowess in Geography! The Junior Debating Team of Katie
Cook, Konstantin Chakos and Ada Chen won all three of their debating
competitions and just missed out on the medals. Katie was given a prominent
part in the Showcase Debate, where she gave the decisive speech in winning the
argument for the team defending the current US role in world diplomacy.
President Bush, if not both of them, would have been impressed.

After the three days of competition the party spent a couple of days
sightseeing in New York, before flying back over the North Pole to Tianjin. It
was, as all of the students said, the trip of a lifetime, an experience they would
never forget. It will be interesting to see how many of them end up studying at
Yale or other Ivy League schools in the US, but the message of the competition
was clear: they have the ability.

Wellington Remembers Those Lost in Battle ‘

On Friday 23td November, all Wellington pupils from Year 3 upwards
gathered for Wellington College International Tianjin’s second annual Wellington
Remembrance Assembly.

Wellington College UK’s very foundation is closely tied to those who gave
their lives in the service of their country as Wellington was initially set up over
150 years ago to educate the sons of soldiers killed in action. Over 1200 former
Wellington pupils or Old Wellingtonians (OWs) lost their lives in the two world
wars. This was poignantly illustrated by showing the lists naming the fallen
together with photos of some of those men. A video made recently by Wellington
UK was shared during the assembly, in which 707 current Wellington UK pupils
— the same number as the OWs killed in WW1 — lay down on the ground in Front
Quad to help illustrate the scale of the sacrifice, as well as the youth of many of
those killed.

There were excellent pupil contributions with poetry readings, including My
Boy Jack and In Flanders Fields and explanations of why poppies have become
so associated with remembrance. Extracts from the novels War Horse and
Birdsong written by an OW, Sebastian Faulks were also read in the assembly too.

After the traditional two-minute silence, the assembly was ended with the
trumpet solo The Last Post.

p grades again ‘

Tianjin Rego International School’s third, annual ‘Evening of Excellence’
was held at the Sheraton Hotel. This is an important occasion for everyone at the
school, giving staff, students and parents a chance to celebrate the hard work
which goes into achieving top exam grades.

Organized by Hennessy
V.S.0.P, popular Taiwan
artist, Ni An Dong, and pop
music diva from South Africa,
Nadine, appeared at Hennessy
V.S.0.P’s Dazzling Music
Party at the Tianjin Babi pub
on Dec. 16. The event was the
21st stop of Hennessy’s 2012
national show tour.

Top 100 Hotels Award China ‘

The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin won the Top 100
Hotels Award in the Travel + Leisure magazine award ceremony in Shanghai.
This is the second time for Hotel to get the honor from Travel+Leisure
magazine. Hotel won the 2011 China Best New Hotel in the last year
competition. This award is a great compliment for the entire management team.
It is also a great gift for the hotel’s 150 Anniversary in 2013.

IST AND BEUJING STAR KIDS CHILDREN'S

BOOKSTORE HOSTS BOOK FAIR

On December 11 and 12, the Beijing Star Kids Children Bookstore set up a
very successful book fair at the International School of Tianjin (IST) for the
second year in a row. IST students, parents and faculty all came to browse and
purchase books in time for holiday gifting and travel entertainment. The book fair
featured the 2012 Panda Book Award titles and popular fiction. The bestselling
titles at IST included the Diary of the Wimpy Kid 7, the Guinness World Book of
Records 2013 and the 2012 World Almanac for Kids. Also popular were the Time
Rider series by Alex Scarrow, the One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate and

The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky.

At that night of Nov. 30, 2012, The Westin Tianjin held a
grand Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at the lobby. The
clegant and exquisite Christmas ornaments and huge Christmas
tree passed the warmest holiday atmosphere to every guests.
After that, the GM, Mr. Gao, made a little greeting to guests in
front of the Christmas tree. When he finished, guests and hotel

staff lighted the tree at the same time.

The high class hotels in Tianjin, such as
Crowne Plaza Tianjin Binhai Hotel, held cheerful
and meaningful Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremonies separately at the end of November.
The giant Christmas tree at the gate of Crowne
Plaza Tianjin Binhai Hotel and crystal ball for the
ceremony brought the most spiritual holiday
atmosphere to all the guests at that night.

The Westin Tianjin Christmas Tree Lighting Event

hristmas Tree Lighting Event of Crowne Plaza

a

Due to popular demand,
Tianjin Rego International School
has introduced a new German
program. Students in the Primary
and Middle School are now being
offered the opportunity to learn
German as a Foreign Language.
Students throughout the school
who speak German already are
being offered language support in
their “mother tongue” by the
school’s native German teacher.
Furthermore students can receive
guidance in attaining the Mittlerer
Schulabschluss and the
Allgemeine Hochschulreife.

The school already has an excellent reputation for its English programs,
which have taken many students in a relatively short period from speaking no
English to achieving high levels of proficiency and successful entrance
applications to prestigious universities in Western and Asian countries.

Tianjin Rego International School is also known for its broad program of
modern foreign languages, which enables students to study and to earn external
qualifications in Chinese, Korean, Japanese, French, Spanish, and now German.

Given that the school believes in offering support to students in their home
language, it has now developed a new Mother Tongue language program. It
offers lessons to students of all ages in Chinese, Korean, Japanese, French,
Spanish, and now German. These programs enable students to develop their
reading, writing and other academic skills in the language they speak at home,
which in turn supports their cognitive development in other areas including
other languages.

A big congratulations to Ai Kudo in Rego ‘

Ai Kudo traveled recently to
Shanghai to swim in the Shanghai
American  School ~ swimvitational.
| There were over 500 students from
over 20 schools competing, they came
from Shanghai, Suzhou, Nanjing,
Beijing and Tianjin. Ai was the only
representative from Rego as the
qualifying times were quite strict. Ai
swam in the 100m breaststroke with a
qualifying time of lminute 40
seconds and the 50m freestyle event with a qualifying time of 35seconds. Ai
managed to smash her breaststroke time on the day and swam an amazing
1:36.99 coming 3rd in her heat and 5th overall for her age category.
Unfortunately Ai was a little disappointed with her freestyle time swimming this
in 35.71 seconds. This however was faster than her 50m swim in the whole of
her previous year of swimming.

stmas Celebra

Christmas Tree lighting Ceremony of Sheraton Tianjin Binhai Hotel was
held in Dec. 7, 2012. The 10 meters high Christmas tree at the gate of the hotel
was decorated beautifully. Moreover, the gingerbread house, Santa Claus, and
angels brought the strong festival atmosphere to everyone that night.
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Korean Air Launches Inaugural A380 Services

KOREAN AIR RESTARTS SERVICE TO SAUDI ARABIA
In Response to the ‘New Middle East Boom’

Korean Air has expanded its network to the Middle East with the
announcement that a direct service between Korea and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the largest Arab state in Western Asia, will begin on 9
November 2012.

Korean Air will commence the direct service three times a week,
flying from Seoul/Incheon first to Riyadh and then onto Jeddah. The
Seoul/Incheon-Riyadh-Jeddah flights will operate on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. KE961 departs at 21:55 and will arrive in
Riyadh at 03:10 the next day. The flight continues its journey departing
from Riyadh at 04:20, arriving Jeddah at 06:15. On the return KE962
departs from Jeddah at 11:00 and arrives in Riyadh at 12:35. The flight
departs from Riyadh at 13:55 and arrives Seoul/Incheon at 05:00 next
day.

The Seoul/Incheon — Riyadh — Jeddah route will be operated with
an Airbus 330-200, seating 218 passengers and equipped with Korean
Air’s premium seats. First Class has 6 Kosmo suites; the 180-degree
full-flat beds have been widened by 15cm (6 inch) to 67.3 cm (26.5
inch) to provide passengers with added comfort. The Business Class,
called Prestige Class, has 24 full-flat sleepers with 188cm (74 inches)
between seats and extra large seat partitions offering comfort and
privacy. Passengers in all classes can enjoy the new AVOD system that
offers upgraded in-flight entertainment in high resolution and with top
processing speed.

Located in the Arabian Peninsula, Saudi Arabia is one of the
major Middle Eastern countries, possessing one-fourth of the world’s
oil reserves. Riyadh, the Saudi Arabian capital, is the largest city in the

country. Jeddah is situated on the Red Sea coast and is an important
commercial hub and home to the Kingdom’s largest port. Jeddah is
also the principal gateway to Mecca, Islam’s holiest city

Historically Saudi Arabia and Korea have had commercial
connections. In the 1970s and 1980s, the time known as the ‘Middle
East Boom’ years, Korean companies won many valuable construction
contracts, contributing greatly to Korea’s economic progress. In order
to facilitate travel between the nations Korean Air operated flights to
Jeddah and Dhahran, the biggest markets in the region at that time.
The demand for plant construction in Saudia Arabia has once more
increased and again Korean construction companies are part of the new
‘Boom’ with Korean Air expecting the demand for passenger traffic in
the region to increase with high growth potential.

With its new Seoul/Incheon-Riyadh and Jeddah service, Korean
Air aims to attract business travelers visiting Saudi Arabia and will
develop the market, which has a great potential for growth. The
service will also be of interest to transit passengers from neighboring
countries to Korea, including Japan and China, who will travel to
Saudia Arabia via Korean Air’s hub in Seoul, the award winning
Incheon International Airport.

‘Working in partnership with Saudi Arabian Airlines, which is a
new member of the airline alliance SkyTeam, of which Korean Air is
also a member, will enable Korean Air to expand its network across the
Middle East region and also serve as a catalyst to expand exchange
between Saudi Arabia and Korea.

Flight Number Days of Operation Route Departure Arrival
KE961 . Incheon (ICN) ~ Riyadh (RUH) 21:55 03:10+1
Mon, Wed, Fri
KE961 Incheon (ICN) ~ Jeddah (JED) 21:55 06:15+1
KE962 Tue, Thu, Sat Jeddah(JED) ~ Incheon (ICN) 11:00 05:00+1
KE962 Riyadh(RUH) ~ Incheon (ICN) 13:55 05:00+1

A380 Aircraft

Korean Air has ordered ten A380 aircraft with the first five to be
delivered by the end of 2011 and the remaining five by 2014. The
airline will gradually expand its A380 service to popular short-haul
routes in Asia, such as Bangkok in July, followed by long-haul routes
to glitzy destinations in Europe and North America, such as New York
in August, Paris in September and Los Angeles in October 2011.

Being the first A380 operator in Northeast Asia and the sixth
operator worldwide, Korean Air takes pride in the fact that it will
operate one of the most spacious A380s in the industry. Configured in
a three-class layout with merely 407 seats in total, the lowest
configuration of any A380 operator thus far, Korean Air’s
double-decker A380s feature unique, top-of-the-line amenities with 12
ultra luxurious First Class Kosmo Suites and 301 Economy Class seats
on the main lower deck, and
94 fully flat-lying Prestige
Sleeper seats in Prestige |
Class (business class) on the
upper deck. Korean Air has
also taken the bold step of
being the first carrier
globally to devote an entire
deck of this giant aircraft to
a single class. Moreover, in
line with the airline’s

About Korean Air

dedication to maintaining “Excellence in Flight”, all seats are installed
with AVOD, Korean Air’s much-praised inflight entertainment system.

In addition, Korean Air will be the first airline in the industry to
have a ‘Duty Free Showcase’ on its new A380 aircraft. Featuring a
great variety of duty-free products, such as cosmetics, perfumes, liquor
and accessories, with a dedicated cabin crew member on hand to assist
and advise passengers with all their shopping needs, the Duty Free
Showcase is designed to offer a brand new and sure to be highly
enjoyable in-flight shopping experience for Korean Air travelers.

A stylish and comfy onboard bar and lounge area with an interior
design mode fitting that of this classy, new aircraft is also installed in
the airline’s A380, where passengers can fully relax while sampling
Korean Air’s selection of exclusive cocktails during their flight.

The introduction of this super jumbo aircraft
and its pioneering, spacious layout is expected to
even  further  strengthen  Korean Air’s
competitiveness in the premium aviation industry as
a leading global carrier. By entering a thrilling, new
era with its new A380 fleet, Korean Air continues
with its heartfelt pledge to remain fully committed
in providing excellence in flight and service, and
environmental protection of the highest standards,
all while going far beyond the expectations of its

Prestige sleeper seats in prestige class it Sel

Korean Air, with a fleet of 148 aircraft, is one of the world's top 20 airlines, and operates more than 400 flights per day to 122 cities in 42 countries. It
is a founding member of the SkyTeam alliance, which together with its 18 members, offers its 506 million annual passengers a worldwide system of more
than 15,000 daily flights covering 993 destinations in 186 countries.

In 2011, Business Traveler named Korean Air the best Asian airline for the fifth consecutive year, while Global Traveler awarded the airline with best
airline in northern Asia and best airport staff/gate agent. The carrier won the 2010 global travel catering distinction award by Pax International magazine
while World Traveler magazine rated it as having the world’s best inflight service. Travel & Leisure magazine readers say it is one of the world’s top 10
international airlines and readers of Conde Nast Traveler magazine voted Korean Air one of the world’s top ten global airlines.

More on Korean Air's p routes, fi and partners is available at www.koreanair.com.




CHINESE WHISPERS

Road Warrior Wong's
Top Ten Lessons

for Hotels
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recent report showed that the
number of hotel rooms in China is
growing at an annual rate of 10%

but occupancy rates are only 60% compared
to international rates of 80%. This means that
international hotels in China must be very
competitive to attract tourists and business
clients. This should be good for those of us
that travel in China. Here are somelessons
from a road warrior:

1. English Names - If you need to get in
touch with the Front Desk or Bellhop,
disregard their English names, ask for their
Chinese name. No one in the hotel will know
them by their English names, so don't bother
to tell the operator you were talking to "Jeff"
the Bellman but rather Mr. Zhou, the tall one
with glasses.

2. VIP Cards — if you travel to the same
place often, or use the same hotel chain, ask
for a VIP card. Most hotels will have this and
will provide you with a discount or
accumulate points for redeeming prizes at the
end of the year. You may need to check with
the manager or food and beverage director if
it is a smaller hotel. You may also consider
this for hotels within your city; you would be
surprised about the specials in low-season
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By David Wong
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and during Chinese festivals and holidays and
more recently Western events such as
Valentines, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

3. Light Switches — this one is always a
puzzle to me, where all the switches are
located. You can bet that when you are in bed
and ready to sleep, there will be a light
remaining on with no clue how to turn it off.
If it is the closet light, try making sure the
closet door is fully closed.

4. Ask for 2 keys — most hotels now have
a master switch that uses your key to be
inserted for all the lights and air conditioning
to work. If you leave the room and take your
key, the air conditioning will turn off and
your computer and other electrical devices
will stop charging.

5. Fitness rooms — it is always difficult
to keep in shape while travelling but most
hotels have pools and gyms that are well
equipped. Some allow 24hour access, which
make them very convenient. If you need
access outside of regular hours, it can
probably be arranged. Bring your own
earphones as the hotel ones is not the best and
if after hours, they may not be available.

6.If you are light sleeper, ask for a room
away from the elevators and away from the
front, which is usually on a busy street.

7. Frequent Flyer points — most hotels
are members of airline awards. No harm in
asking and “double dipping” with hotel
points and the airlines.

8. Internet — most hotels have Internet
but for some reason, not many have Wi-Fi in
the rooms and still require a cable connection.
Bring your own cable if possible, last two
times I had problems and it was because of a
faulty cable. Don’t forget to pack your cell
phone charger when you leave. If you did not
bring a charger, ask the hotel; you will be
surprised how many people forgot theirs.

9. Checking out —mornings are the
busiest times for guests checking out. To save
yourself some time, ask to check your bill the
night before to verify the costs. If you have
access to the hotel Executive Lounge, you
can check out there while you have your
breakfast, just make sure to bring your credit
card, as they will likely need it.

10. Credit Card Deposits — most hotels
will ask for your credit card when you check
in and record a deposit of about double the
room rate. You should ask that it be cancelled
when you check out and they will either
destroy the original slip of provide you with a
credit. Trust me, if they do process the
deposit, it will be complicated to correct this
after you check out.
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N, PLEASE VISIT THE IMM
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CIAL WEBSIT EXECUTIVE MBA

www.mostinternationalmba.com

Nowadays IMM project is very popular in the United States and Europe,
and evaluated by the "Financial Times" as one of the world's
"most senior international MBA".

® IMM EXECUTIVE MBA PROGRAM

The IMM program is an advanced executive program designed for
experienced professionals who seek to obtain an MBA degree
while maintaining their full-time job responsibilities. The
collaborative effort of top leading international business schools
around the world makes IMM a truly international program.
Students benefit from the global student body, faculty and
residential sessions.

@ FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE FOR GLOBAL WORKING EXECUTIVES

The IMM Program spans a 20-month period, beginning with a
one-week orientation (Program Launch) in March of the first year. It
is distinctive in that the subsequent instructional sessions are
concentrated into five two-week residential periods, rather than
following the evening or alternating-weekend class schedule
format which is typical of traditional Executive MBA programs. This
schedule makes it possible for participants to be drawn from
around the world, and it eliminates the problem of potential
interruptions in their education for participants who experience
job transfers during the program.

® HOLISTIC LEARNING APPROACH
The program focuses on analytical techniques that are
immediately applicable to the participant's work setting. Case
studies and on-the-job managerial situations are key components.
Learning and team work is continued off-campus through
synchronized and unsynchronized Internet technology between
students and faculty.
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® TWO MBA DEGREES

When you complete the program, you will receive two master's degrees:
both from Tianjin University and Purdue University. The program is fully
accredited by the AACSB International (Association for the
Advancement of Collegiate Schools of Business).

@® REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLYING

* Completed application

Transcripts

(translated in English) from a baccalaureate degree or comparable
program

Two recommendations

Minimum eight years of work experience; People can apply for a
master's degree in business administration from Purdue University if
meet five years, less than eight years of work experience.
Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT) score of at least 520
(this can be waived if you have substantial work experience)
Successful performance on one of the following if English is not your
first language:

> The Pearson Test of English

> Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)

> International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
Personal interview

@® STANDARD OF TUITION

Tuition is 55,000 Euro. Costs to include lecture,textbooks, thesis guidance,
and accommodation fees.Other expenses are not contained.

Address: Room 411 & 412, section A, Building 25#, Tianjin University, No. 92 Weijin Rd, Nankai District, Tianjin

Postcode: 300072

Tel: +86-22-27401360/27401361/27407026
Website: http://femba.tju.edu.cn

Fax: +86-22-27401360
E-mail: emba@tju.edu.cn

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

Somerset Intemational Bullding Tianjin
No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping District
86-22-2330 6666

Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin
No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping District
86-22-2335 5888

Somerset Youyi Tianjin
No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi District
86-22-2810 7888

g7 2y
SOMERSET

SERVICED RESIDENCE

BRBSLE

Managed by

Ascott China has 3 Serviced Residences in Tianjin. With a total of 540 fully furnished and equipped studio, 1, 2 and
3 bedroom serviced residence units and a wide array of recreational facilities, you can surely find your home away

from home whether for long term residence, business travel or leisure travel. Because life is about living.
CHINA
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For further information and reservations, please visit www.ascottchina.com or call 400 820 1028 ETTILY:)

Somerset Serviced Residence is managed by The Ascott Limited, a member of CapitaLand. It is the largest global serviced residence owner-operator
in Asia Pacific, Europe and the Guif region, managing the Ascott, Citadines and Somerset brands in over 70 cities across more than 20 countries.
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